





Official: Fight led m Texas college shooting 


■ _ 




A heavily armed policeman walks along 
the Lone Star College North Harris campus 
after a shooting at the Texas community 
college wounded three people Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, 201 in Houston. 

(AP Photo/ Patric Schneider) 
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Anti-abortion activist Jenese 
English protests in front of 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 
Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 22, 
2013. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce 
Ceneta) 

US Polarized 
40 Years After 
Roe V. Wade 

JOHN HANNA 
Associated Press 
TOPEKA, Kansas (AP) 

— Abortion opponents 
marked the 40th anniver¬ 
sary Tuesday of the land¬ 
mark U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling on abortion with a 
push for yet more restric¬ 
tions after a string of state 
moves that narrow access 
to the procedure. Abortion 
rights advocates have cel¬ 
ebrated the Jan. 22, 1973, 
decision known as Roe v. 
Wade because it declared 
women have a constitu¬ 
tional right to abortions in 
some circumstances and 
prevented states from 
banning it. Opponents, 
many of whom equate 
abortion with murder, have 
sought to weaken that 
right ever since. “It should 
be honored — not trying to 
find loopholes," said Rep. 
Emily Perry, a lawyer and 
Democrat from the Kansas 
City suburb of Mission who 
supports abortion rights. “I 
wish the amount of energy 
put into narrowing Roe v. 
Wade would be put into 
school funding or our bud¬ 
get.” 

Continued on Page 4 
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Exit polls: 

Netanyahu narrowly wins Israel election 


JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — In a 

stunning setback. Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu’s hard-line bloc fared 
worse than expected in 
a parliamentary election 
Tuesday, exit polls showed, 
possibly forcing the incum¬ 
bent Israeli leader to invite 
surprisingly strong moder¬ 
ate rivals into his govern¬ 
ment and soften his line to¬ 
ward the Palestinians. 

TV exit polls showed the 
hard-liners with about 61 
seats in the 120-seat parlia¬ 
ment, a bare majority, and 
the counts could change 
as actual votes are tallied. 
The unofficial TV results had 
Netanyahu winning only 
31 seats, though he com¬ 
bined his Likud Party with 
the far-right Yisrael Beitenu 
for the voting. 

Running separately four 
years ago, the two won 
42 seats. He expected to 
increase that total by run¬ 
ning together, but the 
combined list's poll results 


PETER SPIELMANN 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The U.N. Security Council 
on Tuesday unanimously 
approved a resolution 
condemning North Ko¬ 
rea's rocket launch in De¬ 
cember and imposing new 
sanctions on Pyongyang’s 
space agency. 

The multi-stage rocket 
launch that put a satellite 
into orbit is considered part 
of a covert program to de¬ 
velop ballistic missiles that 
can carry warheads. 

The council reiterated its 
previous demand that 
North Korea abandon its 
nuclear weapons program 
in a “complete, verifiable 
and irreversible manner” 
and cease launches. 

China joined in approving 
the resolution, the first in 
four years to expand the 
sanctions regime on North 
Korea. U.S. Ambassador 
Susan Rice said the new 
resolution contains “impor¬ 
tant new sanctions on its 


dipped steadily through¬ 
out the three-month cam¬ 
paign. 

Netanyahu was also ex¬ 
pected to receive stronger 


backing because his frag¬ 
mented opposition did not 
post an agreed candidate 
against him. 


companies and govern¬ 
ment agencies, including 
North Korea’s space agen¬ 
cy, which was responsible 


for the launch, a bank and 
on North Korean individu¬ 
als. It also updates current 
lists of nuclear and ballistic 
missile technology banned 
for transfer" to and from 


If they hold up through the 
actual vote counting, the 
unexpected results could 
be seen a setback for Ne¬ 
tanyahu's tough policies. 


The coalition-building pro¬ 
cess could force him to 
promise concessions to 
restart long-stalled peace 


North Korea. 

Washington negotiated 
with Beijing over the week¬ 
end to adopt a com¬ 


promise on a resolution. 
China’s endorsement is a 
step away from the pro¬ 
tection it usually gives to 
North Korea, its neighbor, 
which it defended in the 


talks with the Palestinians. 
Addressing cheering sup¬ 
porters early Wednesday, 
Netanyahu pledged to 
work for a broad-based 


government. Also he said, 
he would show “responsi¬ 
bility in striving for a genu¬ 
ine peace. ”□ 


Korean War in the ear¬ 
ly 1950s against U.S.-led 
U.N. troops. China is seen 
as North Korea’s closest 
ally, and its protection of 
Pyongyang meant that the 
Security Council previously 
denounced North Korea’s 
launches with non-binding 
council statements, which 
are unenforceable. 

“We believe that ac¬ 
tion taken by the Council 
should be prudent, mea¬ 
sured, proportionate, and 
conducive to stability,” 
Chinese Ambassador Li Ba- 
odong said after the vote. 
North Korea sent a satel¬ 
lite into space on Dec. 12 
aboard a long-range rock¬ 
et, a launch that the U.S. 
and its allies have criticized 
as a test of banned ballistic 
missile technology. In 2006 
and 2009, Pyongyang con¬ 
ducted atomic tests after 
being slapped with Secu¬ 
rity Council condemnation 
and sanctions for similar 
launches of long-range 
rockets. □ 


Minister says 
Hugo Chavez 
is recovering 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez is in good 
spirits and recovering six 
weeks after he underwent 
cancer surgery in Cuba, his 
government said Tuesday 
in a continuation of more 
upbeat assessments of the 
leader’s fragile health. 
Information Minister Er¬ 
nesto Villegas said officials 
received a “very encour¬ 
aging” report Tuesday 
about the president’s con¬ 
dition from Jorge Arreaza, 
Chavez's son-in-law and 
science minister. 

Villegas said after a Cabi¬ 
net meeting that there was 
still no date set for Chavez's 
return to Venezuela. The 
president underwent his 
fourth cancer-related op¬ 
eration in Havana on Dec. 
11 and hasn’t appeared or 
spoken publicly since. 

The government has said 
the 58-year-old president 
is improving after suffering 
complications including 
a severe respiratory infec¬ 
tion. 

Chavez is showing strength 
during a “hard, complex” 
struggle, Villegas said. 

“He’s attentive to the de¬ 
velopment of events in 
Venezuela,” he said, add¬ 
ing that when Foreign Min¬ 
ister Elias Jaua met with 
Chavez in Cuba on Mon¬ 
day, the president was in 
“very good spirits.” Jaua 
said Monday on Twitter 
that he had shared jokes 
with Chavez. 

Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro said Tuesday there 
had been “important ad¬ 
vancements in the post¬ 
operative recovery pro¬ 
cess of President Chavez, 
which motivates us, which 
fills us with happiness." 
Addressing the president 
as if he were wafching the 
televised event, Maduro 
said: “You, commander 
Chavez, stay disciplined 
and calm. There’s no rush. 
Calm. What’s important 
is that you recover with 
quality." Maduro spoke 
during a visit to a factory 
that assembles laptops 
the government provides 
to low-income children.Q 



Supporters of Naftali Bennett, head of Israel's Jewish Home party celebrate after the exit polls 
were announced at the party’s headquarters in the city of Ramat Gan, Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2013. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud Party is predicted to be the largest faction in 
parliamentary election on Tuesday, positioning the hard-liner to probably serve a new term as 
prime minister and may be forced to form a coalition government, according to exit polls. 

(AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov) 


UN condemns North Korea s rocket launch 



British Ambassador to the UN Mark Lyall Grant, left, and American 
Ambassador Susan Rice vote on a Security Council resolution 
condemning North Korea’s rocket launch in December that sent 
a satellite into orbit, Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2013 at UN headquarters. 

(AP Photo/Mary Altaffer) 
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CEOs off to Davos less optimistic for 2013 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) 

— As high-powered CEOs 
flock to the snowy Swiss 
resort of Davos, they are 
loaded down with bag¬ 
gage — not just skis and 
iPads but concerns about 
the global economy, pub¬ 
lic mistrust, disappearing 
jobs and a heap of other 
challenges. 

New survey results Tuesday 
showed a steady drop in 
the number of CEOs world¬ 
wide who are “very con¬ 
fident" that their compa¬ 
nies will grow this year. The 
number fell from 48 per¬ 
cent in 2011 to 36 percent 
this year. 

Amid this pessimism, most 
of them are carefully stick¬ 
ing to a few investments 
in tried-and-true markets, 
according to the survey by 
accounting firm Pricewa- 
terhouseCoopers. 

“Most are saying that the 
global economy will stay 
about the same for the 
next 12 months. So, not 
encouraging, maybe not 
discouraging, but clearly 
that's affecting their out¬ 
look for their own compa¬ 
nies' growth prospects,” 
PwC chairman Dennis Nal- 
ly told The Associated Press 
in an interview. 

“The degree of confidence 
across the board is really 
down, regardless of wheth¬ 
er you’re in a developing 
market or a developed 
market,” he said. 

It is down even in high-fly¬ 
ing economies like China 
and Brazil. The most up¬ 
beat country was Russia, 
where 66 percent of CEOs 
are “very confident” of rev¬ 
enue growth in 2013, Nally 
said. 

He called the survey results 
a strong message to gov¬ 
ernments that they must 
fix economic problems, 
including disputed regula¬ 
tions, government deficits 
and tax issues. 

“All of those are impacting 
CEOs' levels of confidence 
to really deal with their 
businesses on a go-forward 
basis,” he said in the PwC 
Lounge, an ultra-chic Da¬ 
vos party room with white 
sofas and chairs and or¬ 
ange and red flowers. 


Uncertainty about tax and 
spending policies is at the 
root of the gloom, said 
John Veihmeyer, CEO of 
accounting firm KPMG's 
U.S. operations. He called it 
frustrating that U.S. govern¬ 


JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration says 
it won’t oppose a House 


ment solutions “seem to be 
within our control” but still 
out of reach. 

“I think we have an oppor¬ 
tunity for the U.S. to lead 
the world onto a path of 
stronger economic footing 


Republican proposal to in¬ 
crease the nation’s $16.4 
trillion borrowing authority 
for only three months, even 
though President Barack 


and very robust economic 
recovery over the next five 
years,” Veihmeyer told AP. 
“It's not going to be easy. 
There's going to be pain 
and sacrifice." 

Nearly a quarter of the 


last week decried such 
short-term measures as 
harmful to the economy. 
The White House Office is¬ 
sued a statement Tuesday 
saying the Republican 
measure “introduces un¬ 
necessary complications, 
needlessly perpetuating 
uncertainty in the nation’s 
fiscal system."the adminis¬ 
tration is encouraged be¬ 
cause THE GOP backed 
off their insistence of one 
dollar of spending cuts for 
every dollar of increase in 
the debt ceiling. 

Without congressional ac¬ 
tion, the Treasury some¬ 
time in late February or 
early March will not have 
enough money to pay for 
all of its obligations, creat¬ 
ing the possibility of a first- 
ever default on the gov¬ 
ernment’s debts. 

The White House says a 
House Republican bill to 
extend the government’s 


CEOs surveyed plan further 
job cuts — yet more than 
half of them say they have 
trouble finding people with 
the right job skills. 

The U.N. labor agency said 
this week the jobs crisis 
has worsened; there were 
197 million people who 
couldn’t find a job in 2012 
and another 39 million who 
have given up on looking 
for one. 

Neely worries about a “lost 
generation” of job seekers 
and encourages young 
people to focus on gaining 
skills that are in demand — 
skills in areas such as the 
sciences, math, engineer¬ 
ing and other technical 
areas. 

Heading Tuesday into the 
glitzy World Economic 
Forum, where over 2,500 
members of the political 
and corporate elite will 
debate the world's top 
economic issues this week, 
many participants said 
their top worries are pros¬ 
pects for social unrest, a 
U.S. recession, cyber-at¬ 
tacks, natural disasters and 
a breakup of the 17-nation 
eurozone. □ 


borrowing authority for 
three months still faces 
concerns in Congress but 
press secretary Jay Car¬ 
ney says that if it reaches 
President Barack Obama's 
desk, “he would not stand 
in the way of the bill be¬ 
coming law.” 

The White House in the 
past has voiced reserva¬ 
tions about a short-term 
debt ceiling extension. But 
on Tuesday, Carney said 
the plan by House Repub¬ 
lican leaders is significant 
because it “de-escalates 
the sense of conflict.” The 
government is on track to 
surpass its $16.4 trillion debt 
limit in late February or ear¬ 
ly March. Congressional 
Republicans had initially 
wanted to use a vote to 
extend the debt ceiling as 
leverage to win spending 
reductions, creating the 
threat of a first-ever gov¬ 
ernment default. □ 



President Barack Obama speaks with Gene Sperling, Director 
of the National Economic Council, in the Oval Office before he 
leaves the White House in Washington. The White House says 
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2013, a House Republican bill to extend the 
government’s borrowing authority for three months still faces 
concerns in Congress but press secretary Jay Carney says that 
if it reaches President Barack Obama’s desk, “he would not 
stand in the way of the bill becoming law.” 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 



An areal view of the Congress Center in Davos, Switzerland, Tuesday, Jan. 22,2013, the day before 
the start of the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum. 

(AP Photo/Michel Euler) 


White House: 

Obama wouldn’t block GOP debt bill 
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40 years after Roe v. Wade, debate still polarizing 


Continued from front 

Across the nation, many 
events were scheduled 
Tuesday by advocacy 
groups on the two sides of 
the debate. The National 
Organization for Women, 
for example, planned a 
candlelight vigil at the 
Supreme Court to com¬ 
memorate the Roe ruling, 
which it supports. The an¬ 
nual March for Life, which 
traditionally draws several 
hundred thousand abor¬ 
tion opponents to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., is scheduled 
for Friday. 

In the four decades since 
Roe v. Wade, a series of 
court decisions have nar¬ 
rowed its scope. With each 
decision, lawmakers in mul¬ 
tiple states have followed 
up by making abortions 


more difficult to obtain or 
imposing restrictions on 
providers. 

Many looked to Kansas, 
where Republican Gov. 
Sam Brownback has signed 
a series of tough, anti¬ 
abortion measures during 
his first two years in office. 
Much to the dismay of 
abortion-rights advocates, 
Kansas has been part of a 
wave in which states with 
Republican governors and 
Republican-controlled 
Legislatures enacted new 
restrictions on abortion 
providers. 

Hundreds of abortion op¬ 
ponents gathered in To¬ 
peka for a rally with Brown- 
back, who has called on 
lawmakers to create “a 
culture of life" and is ex¬ 
pected to support what¬ 
ever further restrictions 


they approve. Kansans for 
Life, the most influential of 
the state’s anti-abortion 


groups, plans to ask law¬ 
makers to enact legisla¬ 
tion ensuring that the state 


doesn’t finance abortions 
even indirectly, such as 
through tax breaks or al¬ 
lowing doctors-in-training 
at the University of Kansas 
Medical Center in Kansas 
City, Kansas, to perform 
them on the center's time. 
The group also wants to 
strengthen a state law dic¬ 
tating what information 
must be provided to abor¬ 
tion patients. 

“There are still things we 
can do,” Mary Kay Culp, 
the group’s executive di¬ 
rector, said before Tues¬ 
day’s events, which also 
included workshops and 
prayer gatherings. 
According to the New 
York-based Guttmacher 
Institute, a reproductive- 
rights think tank, 135 laws 
aimed in some way at re¬ 
stricting access to abor¬ 
tion were enacted in 30 
states — most of them with 
Republican-controlled 
legislatures — in 2011 and 
2012. More such measures 
already have been pro¬ 
posed in several states this 
year. 

In Wyoming, for example, 
a pending bill would pro¬ 
hibit abortions after a fe¬ 
tal heartbeat is audible. 
A similar “heartbeat” bill is 
pending in Mississippi and 
one was debated but lat¬ 
er sidetracked in Ohio last 
year. In Texas, Republican 
Gov. Rick Perry has told 
lawmakers that he expects 
more anti-abortion laws 
during the 2013 session 
to work toward his goal 
“to make abortion at any 
stage a thing of the past.” 
Anti-abortion activists have 
pledged to use every legal 
means possible to make 
obtaining abortions dif¬ 
ficult, if not impossible, to 
obtain. 

It's far rarer for bills strength¬ 
ening access to abortion 
to be enacted these days, 
but there are some pend¬ 
ing proposalsO 



Anti-abortion supporters gather for the Rally for Life at the Earle 
Cabell Federal Courthouse, site of the landmark Roe v Wade 
lawsuit filing over 40 years ago, in downtown Dallas. The anti¬ 
abortion rally marked the 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 
Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion. 

(AP Photo/Tom Fox) 



selling now... 

20 


exclusive condominiums 




224 J.E Irousquh Blvd 

oronjesiAd » orubb 

297.587-5300 

297.732-0000 

soles 0-eogiebeochojubo.com 
ww w.O -eQglebead’iGrubCLCom 































U.S. NEWS I 5 


WEDNESDAY 23 JANUARY 2013 


Official: Fight led to Texas college shooting 



People wait outside a college bookstore near the Lone Star College campus after a shooting on 
the campus, in Houston, Jan. 22,2013. At least three people were injured on Tuesday in a shooting 
at the college and at least one suspect was in custody, authorities said. 

(Michael Stravato/The New York Times) 


care of had just minor inju¬ 
ries," Zaragosa told KHOU. 
“One gentleman had a 
gunshot to the knee and 
the (other) actually had an 
entry wound to the lower 
buttocks area.” 

Richard Carpenter, chan¬ 
cellor of the Lone Star 
College System, said the 
shooting happened out¬ 
side between an academ¬ 
ic building and the library. 
He described the mainte¬ 
nance man as “in good 
shape.” The man, said to 
be in his mid-50s, was listed 
in stable condition. 

The Lone Star Campus 
System is a gun-free zone, 
Carpenter said. State of¬ 
ficials said the school had 
a plan to handle a shoot¬ 
ing or other emergency 
situation. □ 


JUAN A. LOZANO 
MICHAEL GRACZYK 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — A fight 
between two people led 
to a shooting at a Texas 
community college Tues¬ 
day and sent students flee¬ 
ing for safety as officials 
placed the campus on 
lockdown, officials said. 
A maintenance man was 
caught in the crossfire and 
wounded. 

One of the people involved 
in the fight had a student 
ID, and both people were 
wounded and hospital¬ 
ized, Harris County Sheriff’s 
Maj. Armando Tello said. A 
fourth person also was tak¬ 
en to a hospital for a medi¬ 
cal condition, he said. 

The two people involved 
in the fight are considered 
people of interest, Tello 
said. Authorities said they 
weren’t looking for any 
other suspects, and they 
recovered one handgun 
at the scene. 

The shooting that hap¬ 
pened before 1 p.m. sent 
students scurrying for safe¬ 
ty on the Lone Star College 
System campus about 20 
miles (32 kilometers) north 
of downtown Houston. 
Some barricaded them¬ 
selves in the rooms they 
were in, while others fled to 
nearby buildings. 

The shooting comes one 
month after a gunman 
killed 20 children and six 


adults at an elementary 
school in Connecticut, 
heightening security con¬ 
cerns at campuses across 
the country and fueling 
a national debate about 
gun control. 

President Barack Obama 
has proposed a package 
of federal gun-control pro¬ 
posals that are expected 
to face stiff opposition 
from congressional Re¬ 
publicans, who control the 
House of Representatives. 
Many opponents of stricter 
gun laws argue that further 
restrictions will impinge on 
the Second Amendment 
of the Constitution, which 
protects the right of citizens 
to bear arms. Gun control 
proponents counter that 
the Second Amendment 
allows for regulating gun 
ownership. 

In Texas, several school 
districts have either imple¬ 
mented or are consider¬ 
ing a plan to allow faculty 
to carry guns on campus. 
Guns are not allowed on 
college campuses, but the 
Texas Legislature this year 
may debate a bill that 
would allow them. 

Mark Zaragosa said he 
had just come out of an 
emergency medical train¬ 
ing class when he saw two 
people who were injured 
and stopped to help them. 
Officers had not yet ar¬ 
rived, he said. 

“The two people that I took 
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US Afghan commander cleared in Petraeus case 


ROBERT BURNS 
AP National Security Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Pentagon has determined 
after weeks of investiga¬ 
tion that Gen. John Allen, 
the top U.S. commander 
in Afghanistan, did not en¬ 
gage in any inappropriate 
communications with a ci¬ 
vilian woman linked to the 
sex scandal that led retired 
Gen. David Petraeus to re¬ 
sign as CIA director, two of¬ 
ficials said Tuesday. 

A defense official and 
a senior U.S. official said 
the Marine Corps gen¬ 
eral had been cleared of 
any wrongdoing. The of¬ 
ficials spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the 
decision had not been an¬ 
nounced publicly. 

The matter was referred to 
the Pentagon in November 
by the FBI during the course 
of its investigation of emails 
between Petraeus and his 
biographer-turned-par- 
amour, Paula Broadwell. 
The FBI turned up thou¬ 
sands of emails between 



Former Lt. Gen. John Allen, speaks in the East Room of the White House in Washington. U.S. defense officials say Gen. Allen, the top 
U.S. commander in Afghanistan, has been cleared of allegations of sending potentially inappropriate emails to a civilian woman 
linked to the sex scandal that ousted David Petraeus as CIA director. The officials said Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2012, the Defense Depart¬ 
ment’s inspector general found the concerns about the Allen emails to be “unsubstantiated.” 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 


US Trade Rep. Kirk to step down in February 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
Trade Representative Ron 
Kirk, who worked to get 
trade agreements with 
South Korea, Colombia 
and Panama through Con¬ 
gress, is leaving the Obama 
administration next month. 
Kirk, a former mayor of Dal¬ 


las, announced his depar¬ 
ture in a brief statement 
Tuesday. He had served 
as the administration’s top 
trade negotiator through 
President Barack Obama’s 
first term in office. 

Kirk also led the administra¬ 
tion’s effort to bring cases 
before the World Trade Or¬ 
ganization that accused 


China of unfair trade prac¬ 
tices. Among them were 
charges of imposing heavy 
tariffs on imports of U.S. au¬ 
tomobiles, auto parts and 
steel. 

His office also joined the Eu¬ 
ropean Union and Japan 
in accusing China of limit¬ 
ing its exports of rare earth 
minerals, which are used 


to manufacture hybrid car 
batteries, flat-screen televi¬ 
sions and other high tech 
products. 

In a statement released by 
the White House, Obama 
praised Kirk for his efforts to 
both illuminate unfair trade 
practices and advance 
free trade agreements. 

Kirk is the latest member of 

Obama’s economic team 
to announce his depar¬ 
ture. Treasury Secretary 
Timothy Geithner and La¬ 
bor Secretary Hilda Solis 
have also announced they 
are leaving. The president 
has nominated Jacob Lew 
to replace Geithner at 
Treasury .□ 


Allen and Jill Kelley, who 
was said to have received 
threatening emails from 
Broadwell. 

At the time, officials said 
20,000 fo 30,000 pages of 
emails and ofher docu¬ 
ments from Allen’s com¬ 
munications with Kelley be¬ 
tween 2010 and 2012 were 
in question. 

Shortly after being con¬ 
tacted by the FBI, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta 
referred the matter to the 
Pentagon's inspector gen¬ 
eral, while expressing con¬ 
fidence in Allen and decid¬ 
ing fhaf he would remain 
in Kabul as commander of 
all allied forces in Afghani¬ 
stan. At the same time, Al¬ 
len’s nomination to be the 
next U.S. commander of 
NATO forces in Europe was 
put on hold.Q 
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LUNCH OFFERS 

CREOLE FOOD AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 
STARTING UNDER 10 US DOLLARS 
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Exploring Aruba’s underwater world is our 
Specialty; from beginner programs to 
dives aboard our custom-designed boats. 


For certified divers and beginners! 


Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Official: 

US teen planned to randomly shoot people 
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Nehemiah Griego, 15, is seen in an undated photo provided by 
the Bernalillo County Sheriff's Deptartment. Griego is charged 
with killing five family members on Jan. 19, 2013, including his 
father, mother, and three youngest siblings in Albuquerque, N.M. 

(AP Photo/Bernalillo County Sheriff's Deptartment) 


ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexi¬ 
co (AP) — A U.S. teenager 
accused of gunning down 
five family members over 
the weekend ambushed 
his father as he returned 
home from an overnight 
shift at a rescue mission, 
then reloaded his rifles and 
planned to go to a Wal- 
Mart and randomly shoot 
people, authorities said 
Tuesday. Instead, 15-year- 
old Nehemiah Griego text¬ 
ed a picture of his dead 
mother to his 12-year-old 
girlfriend, then spent much 
of Saturday with the girl 
and her family, authorities 
said. That evening, he went 
to church where Griego's 
father had been a pas¬ 
tor, and Griego eventually 
confessed to killing his par¬ 
ents and three younger sib¬ 
lings. “The motive, as artic¬ 
ulated by the suspect, was 
purely that he was frustrat¬ 
ed with his mother,” Ber¬ 
nalillo County Sheriff Dan 
Houston said. “He did not 
give any further explana¬ 
tion." Houston said Griego 
had planned the shootings 
for at least a week, but it’s 
unclear if he ever actu¬ 
ally went to a Wal-Mart or 


why he changed his mind 
about continuing the at¬ 
tack, which occurred on 
the same day thousands of 
gun advocates gathered 
peacefully at state capi¬ 
tals around the country to 
rally against stricter limits on 
firearms. The “Guns Across 
America” events were be¬ 
ing held just after President 
Barack Obama unveiled a 
sweeping package of fed¬ 
eral gun-control proposals. 
A series of mass shootings 
— especially an elemen¬ 
tary school attack in Con¬ 
necticut last month that 
left 20 young children and 
six adults dead —have 
fired up the debate over 
gun control in the U.S. 

While many Americans 
support stricter gun leg¬ 
islation, many others are 
fiercely opposed, consid¬ 
ering it an assault on the 
Second Amendment of 
the Constitution that guar¬ 
antees the right of citizens 
to bear arms. Obama’s 
proposals include a ban 
on assault weapons of the 
sort used both in the New 
Mexico and Connecticut 
shootings, but the idea is 
expected to face stiff sup¬ 


port from congressional Re¬ 
publicans, who control the 
House of Representatives. 
Griego told detectives he 
also contemplated kill¬ 
ing his girlfriend's parents, 
Houston said. 

The sheriff said he didn't 
know if Griego’s contact 
with his girlfriend avoided 
further bloodshed. But he 


said she apparently knew 
what had happened, and 
officials are investigating 
whether she should be 
charged with failing to re¬ 
port the crime. “We know 
Nehemiah had been con¬ 
templating this for some 
time,” Houston told re¬ 
porters at a Tuesday news 
conference. Griego ap¬ 


parently had told others of 
his plans, but whom and 
when was still under inves¬ 
tigation, Houston said. 

The teen waived his right 
to arraignment in adult 
court Tuesday on charges 
of murder and child abuse 
resulting in death and a 
judge ordered him held 
without bond. □ 
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$1000 Slot Tournament 


I' ndfly, .hi n nary 25,2013 

5:30 pm, - 8:30 pm 


Accumulate 350 points while playing on our Slot Machines 
and be eligible for a Free entry to participate in our Slot 
Tournament on F’riday. New casino members will have a 
special Sign Up Fee of 35 to participate. 

Extra prizes of 350 Free Flay for the highest score each round 


Prizes cawnor be collected without valid ID. 


Would you like to DOUBLE your points? Come and Play our 
Slot Machines on Thursday, January 24,2013. 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 

BREAKFAST * L UNCH * PINNER 

2 EGGS,TOAST 

$ 4.49 o° 


FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 


OPEN DAILY - 8:00 A.M. -10:00 ISH 

LOCATED BEHIND SEttOR FROGS. ACROSS FROM THE RADISSOH HOFEI 

Serving breakfast from 0:00 am til 12:00 noon 








BURGERS HAN DP RESSEB . 1 DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES!! 


Cuomo proposes bold $142.6 billion budget 


DANNY HAKIM 
THOMAS KAPLAN 
© 2013 New York Times 
© 2013 New York Times 
News Service 

ALBANY, N.Y. - Gov. An¬ 
drew M. Cuomo proposed 
on Tuesday to balance the 
state budget with a com¬ 
bination of spending cuts, 
gambling revenue and 
new or extended taxes and 
fees. 

Overall, the $142.6 billion 
budget announced by the 
governor represents a 5.3 
percent increase over the 
current one, largely driven 
by a jump in federal aid 
to pay for the recovery 
from Hurricane Sandy and 
the cost of carrying out 
the new health care law 
championed by President 
Barack Obama. 

The increase in state oper¬ 
ating funds would be held 
to 1.6 percent, if the gover¬ 
nor's plan is approved by 
the Legislature. The state’s 
fiscal year begins on April 1. 
Education spending rises 
4.4 percent under the plan, 
which includes money for 
new programs the gov¬ 
ernor has proposed. One 
program would help poor¬ 
er districts offer extended 
school days and full-day 
prekindergarten programs. 
A number of tax and fee 
changes are in Cuomo’s 
plan, including several that 
would affect drivers. The 
governor is proposing to 
restrict them from pleading 
down the cost of speeding 
tickets and would add an 
$80 state surcharge to less¬ 
er traffic offenses. He would 
also establish new minimum 
fines for violating state laws 
related to texting or using 
cellphones while driving. 


One change, however, is 
more likely to cheer mo¬ 
torists: The Department of 
Motor Vehicles could start 
opening its offices on Satur¬ 
days under the governor’s 
plan. 

Cuomo is also proposing 


to extend for three years 
a law that limits charitable 
deductions made by tax¬ 
payers who have an ad¬ 
justed gross income over 
$10 million, and he also 
wants New York compa¬ 
nies to start paying taxes on 
royalty income. 

The governor would extend 
an assessment on elec¬ 
tric, gas, water and steam 
utilities, which would raise 
$236 million in the new fis¬ 
cal year, a cost likely to be 
passed on to ratepayers. 


Cuomo, a Democrat who 
championed legislation 
aimed at bringing Las Ve- 
gas-style casinos to New 
York, continues to pursue 
gambling revenue. In his 
budget, he proposes allow¬ 
ing more stores to sell Quick 


Draw lottery tickets. 

In his first two years in of¬ 
fice, Cuomo put relatively 
austere spending plans in 
place, and he has sought 
to get the state’s troubled 
finances in order. This year, 
he faces a budget gap 
of $1.35 billion, a relatively 
modest amount by Albany 
standards. 

In his budget speech, the 
governor emphasized his 
fiscal centrism, saying, “The 
taxpayer’s pocket is not a 
bottomless piggy bank.” 


He also noted that since 
he took office two years 
ago, budgets have been 
passed without the long 
delays that were common 
under his predecessors. 
“The budget was histori¬ 
cally the flash point for 


dysfunction,” Cuomo said. 
“People are now seizing 
on the budget as a sign of 
a government that is now 
functioning once again.” 
Some of Cuomo's spend¬ 
ing cuts will undoubtedly 
be the subject of intense 
lobbying over the next cou¬ 
ple of months. 

Among other moves, he is 
proposing to defer cost-of- 
living increases, as well as 
an annual aid increase for 
health and human service 
providers.□ 


Gov. approves 
Keystone XL 
pipeline route 

JOHN M. BRODER 
© 2013 New York Times 

Gov. Dave Heineman of 
Nebraska approved on 
Tuesday a revised route for 
the Keystone XL pipeline 
through Nebraska, brushing 
aside vocal opposition from 
some citizen groups and 
putting final approval of the 
pipeline project squarely in 
the hands of the Obama 
administration. 

The decision came a day 
after President Barack 
Obama made an asser¬ 
tive pledge in his inaugural 
address to tackle climate 
change in his second term. 
Opponents of the pipeline, 
which would bring heavy 
crude oil from tar sands for¬ 
mations in Alberta, Cana¬ 
da, to refineries on the Gulf 
Coast, say that its extrac¬ 
tion and consumption will 
significantly worsen global 
warming and that Obama’s 
decision will be a test of his 
intentions. 

Heineman, a Republican, 
said in a letter to Obama 
and Secretary of State Hill¬ 
ary Rodham Clinton that 
his state’s review found that 
the new route avoided sen¬ 
sitive lands and aquifers. 
Obama had rejected the 
previous route last Janu¬ 
ary on the grounds that 
construction of the pipe¬ 
line threatened Nebraska’s 
Sand Hills region and that a 
spill could contaminate the 
critical Ogallala Aquifer. The 
State Department, which 
must review the 1,700-mile 
pipeline because it crosses 
an international border, is in 
the final stages of preparing 
an environmental-impact 
statement on the project. 



New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo delivers his 2013-2014 State Budget Address at the Hart Theatre in 
the Egg Center for Performing Arts in Albany, N.Y., Jan. 22, 2013. According to an administration 
official, Cuomo will not seek to raise taxes and will limit increases in state spending to less than 2 
percent when he unveils his budget proposal on Tuesday. 

(Nathaniel Brooks/The New York Times) 
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SNUBAand Snorkel Sail $65 

Snorkeling only $32.50 

Tues & Thur 9 -12 am or 1 - 4 pm 
Wed & Fri 9 -12 am or 12:30 * 3:30 pm 

Fruit and wft drinhs included ^ 

For reservation call 586-0096 

Laavinfl from P:cr buiwcen Moomba Beach and Marnoli Resort 




Algeria scours Sahara for 5 missing foreigners 


AOMAR OUALI 
PAUL SCHEMM 
Associated Press 

ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — Al¬ 
gerian forces scoured the 
Sahara Desert on Tuesday, 
searching for five foreign 
energy workers who van¬ 
ished during a chaotic four- 
day battle with hostage¬ 
taking Islamist militants. 

One official says the men 
may have fled the sprawl¬ 
ing complex during the 
fighting and gotten lost. 

The four-day confronta¬ 
tion that began when al- 
Qaida-affiliated militants 
stormed the remote des¬ 
ert natural gas complex 
and took hostages early 
Wednesday, was punctu¬ 
ated by exploding cars, at¬ 
tacks from helicopters and 
a final assault by Algerian 
special forces. 

In all, 37 hostages, includ¬ 
ing an Algerian security 
guard, and 29 militants 
were killed, but five other 
foreign workers remain un¬ 
accounted for. 

“Are they dead? Did they 
attempt to flee the site 



Algerian army vehicles are seen on a road near a gas plant where the recent hostage crisis un¬ 
folded in Ain Amenas, Algeria. 

(AP Photo/Anis Belghoul) 


Statoil and the Algerian 
state oil company, is lo¬ 
cated deep in the Sahara, 
some 800 miles (1,300 kilo¬ 
meters) south of the Medi¬ 
terranean coast, with few 
population centers nearby. 
More than 700 people 
work at the facility, includ¬ 
ing 130 foreigners from 26 
countries who were tar¬ 
geted by the militants. The 
Islamists caught as many 
of those foreign workers as 
they could and wrapped 
some with explosives to use 
as human shields. 

Many foreign and Alge¬ 
rian workers hid and then 
slipped out of the sprawl¬ 
ing facility into the hard 
featureless desert, eventu¬ 
ally reaching the Algerian 
soldiers who had surround¬ 
ed the complexO 


after the attack like some 
other expatriates? Are they 
lost in the desert after tak¬ 
ing a wrong turn?” an of¬ 
ficial who is part of Prime 
Minister Abdemalek Sellal’s 
office told The Associated 
Press. “These are all ques¬ 
tions we ask ourselves, but 


one thing is sure, everything 
is being done to know their 
fate." 

The official spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to 
speak to the media. 

The Ain Amenas gas plant, 
jointly run by BP, Norway’s 
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PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAH00S.COM 


STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 




CELSIOR 

CASINO 
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SPECIAL BETICO DAY 

Friday January 25, 2013 
4PM - $10 

Double Power Ball 

Progr: 51 - $2000 
52 $1000 
53-UP $200 

Game #0 $1000 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 
NO SERVICE CHARGE 


Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance. 

_ RESERVATION REQUIRED _ 


TEL: 586-7333 
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The Morning Cruise the Different Island Cruise 

2 hours + refreshments, Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 

* See the beautyful South part of the Island 

* Where no other boats go. 

* Experience an Xciting, Xhilarating on of a kind Cruise!! and 
you learn something about the Island <Q> the same time! 


Save $10 per couple for the morning cruise or save $5 
per couple for the afternoon cruise 



The Afternoon Cruise 30 min departure 1:00pm or 2:00pm 

* We take you to the northern tip of Aruba, where the waves are high 

* The Worlds nr 2 Beach and other Beaches 

* One of a kind High Speed Cruise of the North West side of the Island 
& you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Departure from MooMba Beach. 15 min prior right side of the pier. Guests who are 
staying at Palm Beach pick-up will be on the beach in front of the hotel. 



Private cruises 

Available 

CALL 5614118 

OR 

OCEANXARUBA@HOTMAIL.COM 

A great time for the whole family 


Iran's president scoffs at sanctions 


AH AKBAR DAREINI 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s 
president on Tuesday 
claimed his country can 
create 10 times more 
wealth from inventions 
than from oil, rendering 
Western economic sanc¬ 
tions powerless. 

The West's oil embargo 
over Iran’s suspect nuclear 
program won't stop the Is¬ 
lamic Republic's scientific 
and technological prog¬ 
ress, Mahmoud Ahmadine- 
jad said. 

Addressing a group of Ira¬ 
nians in the western city of 
Hamedan, Ahmadinejad 
mocked the embargo, 
saying that Iranian universi¬ 
ties would churn out mon¬ 


ey-making innovations. He 
did not mention any spe¬ 
cific technologies. 

“Don't buy our oil? To hell 
with you,” Ahmadinejad 
said in remarks aimed at 
the West. “It’s better if you 
don’t buy... 10 times more 
money will head to peo¬ 
ple’s pockets through the 
inventions of our scientists.” 
Last week, Ahmadinejad 
said Iran must move away 
from dependence on oil 
revenues to overcome 
Western sanctions that 
have slowed the econo¬ 
my and disrupted foreign 
trade. Iran has long de¬ 
pended on oil sales for 
about 80 percent of its for¬ 
eign currency revenue. 
Iran’s income from oil and 



First Course 

CAJUN BEEF SALAD 

tossed with olives, onions, paprika and chili sauce 
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 
with a pink yoghurt cocktail sauce 
ESCARGOT A LA CREME 
creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 

Second Course 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

STEAK DIANE 

with sauteed mushrooms tomatoes and herbs 
PICCATA MILAN AISE 
served on a bed of pasta with parmesan 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
PLAIN OR STUFFED GROUPER 
stuffed with seafood thermidor 

Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
PINEAPPLE SOUFFLE 
ICE CREAM 

$ 24.00 plus Service Charge 

In combination with coupons will be 
a surcharge of $4.00 


FOR RESERVATION LA 583-8899 

LG. Smith Blurt. 160 near the tow rise Hotels 




Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad speeches at the 
parliament in Tehran, Iran. Iran's president says the country must 
move away from dependence on oil revenue to overcome 
Western sanctions that have slowed the economy and disrupted 
foreign trade. 

(AP Photo/Vahid Salemi) 


gas exports has dropped 
by 45 percent as a result of 
sanctions. The West fears 
Iran may ultimately be 
able to develop nuclear 
weapons, a charge Tehran 
denies. 

Iran’s national currency 
has also lost about 8 per¬ 
cent of its value in the past 
two days, hitting a record 
low against the U.S. dollar 
and other foreign curren¬ 
cies in street trading. Street 
traders said Tuesday it 
reached 36,200 rials to the 
dollar. It was 33,500 rials on 
Sunday. 

Iran’s national currency 
lost nearly 40 percent of its 
value in 2012 alone. Each 
U.S. dollar was traded at 
about 10,000 rials as re¬ 
cently as early 2011. Ira¬ 
nian authorities have ac¬ 
cused the West of waging 
an “economic war.” 

The country is living un¬ 
der stepped up Western 


sanctions that also include 
banking restrictions that 
make it increasingly diffi¬ 
cult for Iran's Asian custom¬ 
ers to pay for oil deliveries. 
The government is prepar¬ 
ing an austerity budget for 


the next Iranian calendar 
year that begins March 21. 
It aims to avoid a budget 
deficit by substantially in¬ 
creasing income taxes to 
make up for shrinking oil 
revenues. □ 


US transporting French troops to Mali 


BABA AHMED 
KRISTA LARSON 
Associated Press 
SEGOU, Mali (AP) — Ameri¬ 
can planes transported 
French troops and equip¬ 
ment to Mali, a U.S. military 
spokesman said Tuesday, 
as Malian and French forc¬ 
es pushed into the Islamist- 
held north. The town of 
Douentza had been held 
by Islamist rebels for four 
months, located 195 kilo¬ 
meters (120 miles) north¬ 
east of Mopti, the previous 
line-of-control held by the 
Malian military in Mali's nar¬ 
row central belt. The Islamist 
fighters have controlled 
the vast desert stretches 
of northern Mali, with the 
weak government clinging 
to the south, since a mili¬ 
tary coup in the capital in 
March last year unleashed 


chaos. French and Malian 
troops arrived in Douentza 
on Monday to find that 
the Islamists had retreated 
from it, said a resident, Sali 
Maiga. “The Malian military 
and the French army spent 
their first night and the peo¬ 
ple are very happy," Mai¬ 
ga said Tuesday. A curfew 
went into effect at 8 p.m., 
and no gunfire or other inci¬ 
dents were reported over¬ 
night, he said. In Septem¬ 
ber, a convoy of pickup 
trucks carrying bearded 
men entered Douentza, 
and in the months that fol¬ 
lowed the Islamist extrem¬ 
ists forced women to wear 
veils and enlisted children 
as young as 12 as soldiers in 
training. French and Malian 
forces also took the town 
of Diabaly, which lies 195 
kilometers (120 miles) west 


of Mopti, on Monday after 
Islamist fighters who had 
seized it a week earlier fled 
amid French air strikes. 

The presence of Malian sol¬ 
diers in the two towns marks 
tangible accomplishments 
for the French-led mission, 
which began on Jan. 11 
after the rebels pushed 
south and threatened the 
capital, Bamako. But there 
are grave doubts that the 
Malian army will be able to 
hold newly recovered ter¬ 
ritory without foreign sup¬ 
port. The coup disrupted 
the chain of command, 
and Malian soldiers last 
year repeatedly gave up 
towns to the insurgents 
while putting up little, or no, 
fight. While fighting raged 
on the ground in Mali, of¬ 
ficials in Brussels discussed 
plans for the future.Q 
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Tel: 583-5669 

www.aquawindies.com 


SCUBA DIVING 


Cafe 


Lunch Special for the Week 


!4 Day Beginner Course 
1 and 2 Tank Dives 
Certification Courses 
Private Snorkel Tours 


^m 


* Monday 12th : Chicken Lasagna 

* Tuesday 13th : Pork Chop 

* Wednesday 14th: Steak and Ribs 

* Thursday 15th : Chicken in Mushroom-sauce 

* Friday 16th : Fish or Chicken Alfredo 

* Saturday 17th : Bami Goreng 
All our dishes come with your choice offries, rice or potatoes and fresh veggies\ 
Delivery possible with the minimum order of Afl. 50,- 

* Every Friday Happy Hour from 04.00pm till 06.00pm 


^^^#a q uawi"die's !!□□□□□ 
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APNewsBreak: 


Embassy reports some Russia orphans US-bound 




Russia's children rights ombudsman Pavel Astakhov speaks 
during his news conference in Moscow, Russia. Astakhov has 
insisted that American families in legal limbo in their attempts 
to adopt children will be allowed to take them back to the U.S. 

(AP Photo/Mikhail Metzel) 

now go forward, bringing 
huge relief to the children’s 
would-be parents in Amer¬ 
ica. 

The ban on adoptions by 
Americans was rushed 
through Russia’s parliament 
and signed by President 
Vladimir Putin in December 
in retaliation for a U.S. law 
that sanctions Russians said 
to have violated human 
rights. 

But the hasty enactment 
left many questions unre¬ 
solved, including the fates 
of the 46 children whose 
adoptions had just been 
approved by Russian 
courts. The court approval 
of the adoptions had to be 


LYNN BERRY 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Some of 
the Russian children caught 
in limbo by their coun¬ 
try's ban on adoptions by 
Americans have left for the 
United States with their new 
parents, the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow said Wednesday. 
The confirmation to The As¬ 
sociated Press from press 
attache Joseph Kruzich 
was the first official word 
that any of the 46 children 
had been allowed to leave 
Russia. Kruzich did not say 
exactly how many of the 
children had already left, 
but it was clear that all of 
these adoptions could 


followed by a 30-day wait¬ 
ing period, but that period 
wasn’t over before the ban 
went into effect Jan. 1, 
leaving the children in legal 
limbo. 

Many of the adoptive par¬ 
ents came to Russia last 
week hoping to take home 
children with whom they 
had already bonded dur¬ 
ing two or more previous 
trips to Russia as part of the 


lengthy adoption process. 
But some of the Americans 
were left hanging when of¬ 
ficials refused to turn over 
the children, citing uncer¬ 
tainty over the new law. 
Others had more luck, but 
kept low profiles, unwilling 
to jeopardize adoptions 
that still seemed shaky. 
Russia’s Supreme Court 
was asked to establish a 
legal framework for resolv¬ 


ing the dilemma and it is¬ 
sued its ruling on Tuesday, 
stating firmly that all adop¬ 
tions approved by courts 
by Jan. 1, even if they had 
not gone into effect, would 
be allowed to proceed. 
The same assurances had 
been given last Thursday 
by Russia's ombudsman 
for children’s rights, but 
his words carried no legal 
weightO 



DlABIERNA 25 DI JANUARI 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 


Show dl Ball* cultural presents pa Gwpo di&Qife fd/Worico Sonin Qui. 
Entreten i fnienta Musical d i Grupo tfi Betico 
Show cl i Awa nba mtisicadt Podu 


Parkeo den parking garaged! Paseo Herencia ta solamente AH 1 pa ora 
J£.Yrau5qmn Blvd 38? A (Dllarti Holiday Inn) 
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Telefonica: 

‘No involvement’ with Cuba cable 


PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Spanish 
telecom Telefonica denied 
Tuesday that it has any¬ 
thing to do with an under¬ 
sea fiber-optic cable be¬ 
tween Cuba and Venezue¬ 
la, even as an analyst who 
monitors global data traffic 
noted an additional uptick 
in data speed to and from 
the island — suggesting 
the cable is in full opera¬ 
tion. In a brief statement to 
The Associated Press, Tele¬ 
fonica SA acknowledged 
that it provides service to 
Cuba's state-run phone 
company, ETECSA, but dis- 


Cuba was finally using the 
fiber-optic cable. 

Internet speed is calculat¬ 
ed by measuring the frac¬ 
tions of seconds it takes 
to send a packet of data 
somewhere and then re¬ 
ceive confirmation back at 
the original location. 

The report's author, Rene- 
sys senior analyst Doug Ma- 
dory, explained that it typi¬ 
cally takes around 240 mil¬ 
liseconds for data to travel 
from earth to a satellite, so 
for satellite connections, 
so-called latency mea¬ 
surements are at least 480 
milliseconds. Last week he 
began detecting speeds 


traffic was happening via 
satellite. 

“It's almost getting to be a 
reasonable connection,” 
Madory said. 

He said the Telefonica 
statement was not in con¬ 
flict with his report. The 
cable was strung with the 
help of French company 
Alcatel-Lucenf, and “ETEC¬ 
SA is using the cable to 
reach Telefonica service in 
Venezuela,” he said. 

The ALBA-1 cable was 
strung from Venezuela 
nearly fwo years ago wifh 
great fanfare, but authori¬ 
ties soon fell silent about it 
amid whispers of purported 



An illuminated logo is seen outside the headquarters of Telefonica SA in Madrid, Spain. 

(Handout Photo) 


avowed any connection 
to the ALBA-1 cable, which 
was completed in Febru¬ 
ary 2011. “Telefonica has 
no involvement with the 
submarine cable ALBA- 
1, which links Cuba with 
Venezuela,” chief press 
officer Miguel Angel Gar- 
zon said in the statement. 
Telefonica was responding 
to a report by Internet intel¬ 
ligence firm Renesys, which 
nofed faster data traffic to 
the island via Telefonica 
beginning last week, and 
concluded that it meant 


below 480 and concluded 
that Cuba was apparently 
using the fiber-optic cable 
to handle incoming traffic, 
though outgoing data was 
being transmitted by satel¬ 
lite. 

Madory told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Tuesday that 
speeds in Cuba had im¬ 
proved even further that 
morning, with “ping” tests 
conducted from Chicago 
and Los Angeles coming 
in at 180 and 200 millisec¬ 
onds, respectively. That 
would mean no leg of the 


corruption and embezzle¬ 
ment involving the project. 
Cuban officials have not 
responded to requests for 
comment about the status 
of the cable. In the past, 
the government has said it 
would be prioritized for us¬ 
age in the public interest 
and for social good. 

Unfil now, Internet in Cuba 
has been through satellite 
links that are slower than 
fiber. The island ranks sec- 
ond-to-last in the world in 
Internet connectivity, ac¬ 
cording to one studyO 


2 million without running water in Chile 


SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

Too much rain means too 
little water for about 2 mil¬ 
lion Chileans. 

Heavy rains and warm 
weather have melted 
snowy peaks in the Andes 
mountains, causing land¬ 
slides and nearby rivers to 
flood. 

Chilean water utility com¬ 


pany Aguas Andinas says 
the mud, rocks and trees 
on Sunday forced tempo¬ 
rary closure of three purifi¬ 
cation plants. 

He says about half the 
neighborhoods in Chile's 
capital of Sanfiago are 
suffering wafer shortages 
on Tuesday. The shortage 
comes just days ahead of 


a European Union-Latin 
America-Caribean summit 
in Santiago that will bring 
together 60 governments. 
Water utility officials say 
workers are cleaning fhe 
plants, water trucks are 
aiding several communi¬ 
ties and the service is ex¬ 
pected to be restored ear¬ 
ly Wednesday.Q 



CARIBBEAN BRIEFS 

Another arrest in Curacao gold bar heist 

WILLEMSTAD, Curacao (AP) — Police in Curacao have 
made another arrest in the theft of gold bars worth $11.5 
million on the southern Caribbean island. A spokesman 
for the prosecutor’s office says the 51-year-old suspect is 
from Curacao. His name was not released. There are now 
seven people detained as suspects. A judge last week 
ruled there was enough evidence to continue holding 
those caught earlier for at least 60 days more as the in¬ 
vestigation continues. Masked men disguised as police 
made off with 70 gold bars from a fishing boat transport¬ 
ing the gold in November. Serphos says some of the gold 
has been recovered. □ 

Trial date set in the murder of US couple 

PHIUPSBURG, St. Maarten (AP) — A trial date has been set 
for three suspects accused of killing a couple from South 
Carolina who lived in the Caribbean island of St. Maarten. 
A judge said Tuesday that the trial will begin April 9, with 
a verdict likely in May. Michael and Thelma King of Mounf 
Pleasant, South Carolina, were found stabbed to death in 
their beachfront apartment in September. Police later ar¬ 
rested a Jamaican security guard, along with a 17-year- 
old from St. Maarten and a 20-year-old from Guyana. At¬ 
torneys for the two younger suspects have requested a 
mental evaluation ahead of the trial. A procedural hear¬ 
ing will be held on Feb. 19. Q 

Rapper’s trial delayed over lack of jurors 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — A lack of jurors has postponed 
a murder trial for one of Jamaica’s biggest dancehall 
stars. The trial of Vybz Kartel was scheduled to start Mon¬ 
day in Circuit Court but it wasn't possible to seat enough 
jurors. The trial was rescheduled for May 27. Kartel and 
five others were charged in October 2011 with the killing 
of Clive “Lizard" Williams. Authorities allege that Williams 
was beaten to death at Kartel’s home in August of that 
year. The body has never been found. Police allege they 
seized a phone which contains images of the slaying. 
Kartel, whose real name is Adijah Palmer, is known for his 
violent, X-rated lyrics. □ 

UN evaluates DR mine expansion project 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic (AP) — A team of 
experts from the U.N. is in the Dominican Republic to help 
the government evaluate a nickel mine expansion that 
environmental groups warn will put the country's water 
supply at risk. A representative of the U.N. Development 
Program says the team will not be making a recommen¬ 
dation on whether the government should approve the 
Loma Miranda project. Roberto Galvez said Tuesday its 
role is to evaluate government studies on the potential 
effects on the environment and nearby community. A 
judge halted the project over concerns about the proj¬ 
ect's effects on nearby rivers. □ 

200 gallons of fuel spilled near Bahamas 

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — The Bahamas says just over 200 
gallons of diesel spilled into the ocean during a refueling 
accident. The owner of a salvage company has estimat¬ 
ed that the spill near the main harbor in Grand Bahama 
was roughly 1,000 gallons, but the government put their 
estimated figure lower fhis week. Transport Minister Glenys 
Hanna-Martin told reporters that some 210 gallons of fuel 
splashed between a tanker and a barge during refuel¬ 
ing at dawn Sunday. The spill went unnoticed for about 
a half hour. Last month, roughly 3,000 gallons of oil spilled 
into the ocean from a cargo ship accident off Grand 
Bahama. □ 













Chill Flip Flop Beach Party rocks Surfside Beach! 



ORANJESTAD - Two years 
ago, local beer brewer Bal- 
ashi introduced a smooth, 
refreshing new brew called 
Balashi Chill. This beer has 
been so successful on the 
local market that Balashi 
held a mega-beach party 
in honor of Balashi Chill’s 
2 nd Anniversary! 

“Our product represents 
good times, entertain¬ 
ment and unforgettable 
moments,” said Vanessa 
Hollander, chief of mar¬ 
keting and promotions of 
Balashi National Brewery 
(Brouwerij Nacional Balas¬ 
hi), and that's exactly what 
partygoers got last Sunday 
at Surfside Beach. 

Balashi National Brew¬ 
ery hosted the widely at¬ 
tended 2013 Chill Flip Flop 
Beach Party on the beach 
behind Surfside Arena, 
where guests enjoyed a 
fantastic day of chilling 
in the sun and surf, and 
enjoying great entertain¬ 
ment! Special guest art¬ 




During this event Chill gave 
away prizes to attendees, 
especially to those chillin’ 
with the chillest flip flops, 
sunglasses, hats, tank tops, 




ist Cris Cab, who has re¬ 
corded with Wyclef Jean 
of Fugees fame, was the 
headline entertainer at 
the event. He was also ac¬ 
companied for the day's 
lineup of entertainment 


by Aruba’s own DJs and 
bands, including DJ Big 
Rig, Upgrade Music, Youth 
Xtreme, Datapanic, DJ Fel¬ 
low and DJ Nutzbeatz. 
Between 4:00pm and 
4:30pm at the event, for 



each case of Chill bought 
guests received a free 
pack of ice for their cool¬ 
ers, because without the 
ice, there is no chill. This 
novel idea was very popu¬ 
lar with partygoers, who 
simply went to surfside with 
their coolers, bathing suits 
and positive vibes, and 
had a super-chill time! 


shorts, t-shirts and other 
beach gear! 

Brouwerij Nacional Balashi 
also chose the new face 
of Chill during this event, a 
hot honor for a chill chick! 
The 2013 Chill Flip Flop 
Beach Party was the hit of 
the season, leaving party- 
goers super-excited for the 
next Chill eventO 
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At Westin Aruba Art Gallery: 

An art-lover’s delight at “I see Beauty in Everything!” 


PALM BEACH - Art lovers 
and culture seekers need 
to visit the new group exhi¬ 
bition at the Westin Aruba 
Art Gallery (WAAG), featur¬ 
ing the theme “I see Beauty 
in Everything,” showcasing 
the art of 8 local photogra¬ 
phers, providing 8 different 
perspectives! 

The featured artists include 
Annemiek van Vliet, Ar¬ 
mando Goedgedrag, De- 
isy Gutierrez, Eduardo Val- 
buena, Maria Teresa Mar¬ 
tinez, Mayo Stoppels, Paul 
van Driel, and Rosalie Klein. 
Some well known, some 
still unknown but with a 
bright future, the 8 pho¬ 
tographers are present¬ 
ing 5 photographs each, 
displaying what and how 
they see beauty in their 
own perspective. A to¬ 
tal of 40 pieces are being 
displayed at WAAG until 
March 07, 2013. 

With a sensational grand 
opening earlier in the 
month, the fresh, exciting 
exhibition, “I see Beauty 
in Everything,” is worth dis¬ 
covering. The presentation 
is quite unique to say the 
least, and organizers prom¬ 
ise that you will hear your¬ 



self saying “Wow!” 

You can visit WAAG 7days 
a week, located on the 
lobby level of the Westin 
Hotel. 

A representative of Cu¬ 


rator’s on the Go! will be 
there every Tuesday & Sat¬ 
urday from 3pm to 6pm to 
answer your questions or 
assist you for purchasing 
those fantastic artworks!! □ 
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OPEN THIS 

FRIDAY 

JANUARY 25 th 


RENAISSANCE 

MALL 


10 am - 2 p 


Stores open: 


Adolfo Dominguez - ALDO - Aruba Aloe - Bvtgari - Chopard * Ci Gusta - CoeoQol 
Colombian Emeralds International * David Yurman - Du Pry * EPK - Fur-la * Gandelman 
Guess - Guess Kids ■ Hilfiger Demin * Jewelers Warehouse * Longchamp 
Louie Vuitton - Pier Minimarket - Rolex - Starbucks - Sunspecs - Yves Rocher 


Located at the Renaissance Resort 

O na njestad. City Center r e n ai ss Ance - 
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George and Christina Schoenherr 
honored at the Divi Village! 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very loyal 
couple as Ambassadors of 
Goodwill at the Aruba Divi 
Village. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of 


the Minister of Tourism as a 
foken of appreciafion to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
20-or-more consecutive 
years. 

The honorees were George 
and Christina Schoenherr, 
from New Windsor, NY. 
George and Christina love 



Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people here 
- especially his friends and 
fishing buddies Ale and 
Ludwina Rasmijn, and Eddy 
and Xiomara Banfield! They 


also enjoy thebeaches, the 
beautiful weather, fam¬ 
ily atmosphere and relax¬ 
ation, which offer them lots 
of wonderful memories fol¬ 
lowing each visit! The certif¬ 


icate was presented by Er¬ 
nest Giel, representing ATA, 
together with Gloria Devoe 
from the Divi Village and 
the Schoenherr’s Aruban 
friends. CongratulationslQ 



at Alhambra Casino 


Win your share of 

Earn one^^^entry ticket for every 50 points 

earned today from 10am to 10pm. 

Cash Prize Raffles from 10:30pm to 11:30pm! 


Where Aruba goes fo play! 




Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com CASINO AND SHOPS 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 











































NBA Roundup 



Golden State Warriors’ 

Stephen Curry (30) gestures 
after hitting a 3-point basket 
as Los Angeles Clippers’ 

Caron Butler (5) looks back 
during the first half of an NBA 
basketball game in Oakland, 
Calif., Monday, Jan. 21, 2013. 
Associated Press 

Warriors finish 
strongly to 
beat Clippers 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Jarrett Jack had 18 points 
and 10 assists, Stephen 
Curry made four 3-pointers 
in the fourth quarter and 
Golden State rallied from 
seven points down in the 
final 11 minutes. 

Curry finished with 28 
points, Klay Thompson 
added 18 and David Lee 
had 12 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds for the Warriors, 
who have beaten the Pa¬ 
cific Division-leading Clip¬ 
pers three out of the four 
games between the two 
teams this season. 

There were five lead 
changes in the fourth quar¬ 
ter, but Los Angeles man¬ 
aged only two baskets 
over the final 3:40 while 
Golden State closed on a 
14-4 run. 

Blake Griffin had 26 points 
and 13 rebounds for the 
Clippers. Jamal Crawford 
added 24 points off the 
bench. 


Continued on page 21 
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NFL lifts suspension of Saints coach Sean Payton 



This Jan. 17, 2012 file photo shows New Orleans Saints head coach Sean Payton 
smiling during a news conference at their NFL football training facility in Metairie, 
La. Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Sean Payton is 
back as coach of the New Orleans 
Saints, his season-long suspension 
for his role in the club's bounty pro¬ 
gram lifted by NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell on Tuesday, nearly 
two weeks earlier than expected. 
Payton, along with assistant head 
coach Joe Vitt, general manager 
Mickey Loomis, and four players 
including Jonathan Vilma, was 
suspended after an investigation 
found the club had a performance 
pool offering cash rewards for key 
plays, including big hits. The player 
suspensions eventually were over¬ 
turned. 

“I clearly recognize that mistakes 
were made, which led to league 
violations,” Payton said in a state¬ 
ment. “Furthermore, I have assured 
the commissioner a more diligent 
protocol will be followed.” 

The suspension was scheduled to 
end after the Super Bowl on Feb. 
3, but was moved up after Payton 
and Goodell met on Monday. 
“Coach Payton acknowledged in 
the meeting his responsibility for the 
actions of his coaching staff and 
players and pledged to uphold the 


highest standards of the NFL and 
ensure that his staff and players do 
so as well,” Goodell said in a state¬ 
ment. “Sean fully complied with all 
the requirements imposed on him 
during his suspension. 

“More important, it is clear that 
Sean understands and accepts his 
responsibilities as a head coach 


and the vital role that coaches 
play in promoting player safety 
and setting an example for how 
the game should be played at all 
levels.” 

Saints owner Tom Benson wel¬ 
comed back his coach. 

“We are all thankful that Sean Pay- 
ton has been reinstated,” Benson 


said. “We have a lot of work to do 
and we are in the middle of it right 
now." 

There remains one outstanding is¬ 
sue for the Saints stemming from 
the bounty probe: What will be¬ 
come of the Saints’ second draft 
pick next spring. As part of the 
bounty punishment, Goodell fined 
the Saints $500,000 and took away 
second-round picks in 2012 and 
2013. However, Goodell left open 
the possibility of restoring the 2013 
second-rounder and instead dock¬ 
ing the team a later-round pick if 
he is satisfied with the club's level 
of cooperation in the bounty mat¬ 
ter. 

What the Saints do know is that 
the 49-year-old Payton is set to re¬ 
turn to New Orleans for the next 
five seasons. Earlier this month he 
signed a contract extension run¬ 
ning through the 2017 season. 

The only coach in Saints history to 
win a Super Bowl is the last person 
punished in the bounty probe to 
return to work. 

Without Payton on the sideline this 
season, the Saints missed the play¬ 
offs for the first time since 2008. □ 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Sharapova impressive on way to Aussie Open semis 



Russia’s Maria Sharapova celebrates after defeating compatriot 
Ekaterina Makarova in their quarterfinal match at the Australian 
Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia, Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, 2013. 

Associated Press 


DENNIS PASSA 
AP Sports Writer 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Maria Sharapova has 
lost only nine games in five 
matches on the way to the 
semifinals at the Australian 
Open. Always the perfec¬ 
tionist, she sees room for 
improvement. 

Defending champion No¬ 
vak Djokovic made some 
improvements of his own 
later Tuesday, beating To¬ 
mas Berdych 6-1, 4-6, 6-1, 
6-4 to advance to a semifi¬ 
nal against David Ferrer. 
After needing 5 hours, 2 
minutes to beat Stanis¬ 
las Wawrinka in the fourth 
round Sunday, Djokovic 
never appeared threat¬ 
ened in his pursuit of a third 
consecutive Australian 
Open title. He completed 
his win over Berdych in ex¬ 
actly half the time of his 
previous victory. 

Sharapova beat fellow 
Russian Ekaterina Ma¬ 
karova 6-2, 6-2 on Tuesday 
and was asked afterward 
if she’d lost focus in only 
a few games this tourna¬ 
ment. 

“No, I’d probably say 
more," she said, “but that's 
probably because I’m criti¬ 
cal.” 

If that's the case, she's a 
pretty tough taskmaster. 
After opening with pair of 
6-0, 6-0 wins, Sharapova 
beat seven-time major win¬ 
ner Venus Williams 6-1, 6-3 
in the third round and Bel¬ 
gian Kristen Flipkens 6-0, 6-1 
in the fourth. 

Nobody has conceded 
fewer games on the way 
to the semifinals at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open, and her im¬ 
pressive streak comes after 
having played in no warm¬ 
up tournaments because 
of a right collarbone injury. 
But after losing to Victoria 
Azarenka in a lopsided fi¬ 
nal last year, Sharapova is 
taking nothing for granted. 
“To be honest, those are 
not the stats you want to 
be known for," Sharapova 
said, adding that she was 
more concerned about 
adding a fifth Grand Slam 
title and had spent plenty 
of time on the practice 
court. 

Sharapova’s semifinal op¬ 
ponent will be Li Na, who 
beat Agnieszka Radwan- 


ska 7-5, 6-3 in the first of 
Tuesday’s quarterfinals, 
breaking the Polish player's 
13-match winning streak to 
start the season. 

Djokovic has now won 19th 
consecutive matches at 
Melbourne Park. 

“It was a great perfor¬ 
mance,” Djokovic said. 
“I was hoping to have a 
shorter match.” 

He later credited his 
coaches and physiothera¬ 
pists who helped him over¬ 
come the short turnaround. 
“I consider myself fit, but I 
have a great team of peo¬ 
ple around me that are 
doing the best they can 
in their expertise to make 
me feel ready for physical¬ 
ly, mentally, emotionally, 
every match, every chal¬ 
lenge," Djokovic said. 

The No. 4-seeded Ferrer 
survived once in the third 
set and twice in the fourth 
when No. 10 Nicolas Al- 
magro was serving for the 
match, holding firm to fi¬ 
nally advance to his fourth 
semifinal in six Grand Slam 
events with a 4-6, 4-6, 7-5, 
7-6 (4), 6-2 win. 

The 30-year-old Li ad¬ 
vanced to her third semi¬ 
final in four years at Mel¬ 
bourne Park. 

“She's a tough player. I 
was feeling today against 
a wall," said Li, who lost 
the 2011 Australian Open 
final to Kim Clijsters only 
months before her Grand 
Slam breakthrough at the 
French Open. 

The quarterfinals on the 
other half of the women's 
draw will be held Wednes¬ 
day, with American teen¬ 
ager Sloane Stephens tak¬ 
ing on Serena Williams, 
who is aiming for a third 
consecutive major title, 
and defending champion 
Azarenka playing two- 
time major winner Svetlana 
Kuznetsova. 

The first man through to the 
semifinals at Melbourne 
Park had a difficult time. 

“It was (a) miracle I won 
this match, I think,” Ferrer 
said. “I tried to fight every 
point; that's my game. I al¬ 
ways fight.” 

Almagro dominated the 
first two sets and was serv¬ 
ing for the match in the 
third when Ferrer bounced 
back, breaking in the cru¬ 


cial 10th game and then 
breaking his Davis Cup 
teammate again. 

The fourth set featured 
eight service breaks, and 
Ferrer finally took control in 
a tiebreaker to force a fifth. 
Almagro has played 33 
consecutive major tourna¬ 
ments, but never reached 
a semifinal. This was his first 
Grand Slam quarterfinal 
on any surface other than 
clay — he reached three 
quarterfinals at the French 
— and he took the match 
to Ferrer, the leading Span¬ 
iard in the tournament with 
the absence of 11-time 
major winner Rafael Nadal. 
Almagro hurt his upper left 
leg late in the fourth set 
and needed a medical 
timeout before the fifth. Af¬ 
ter holding serve in a long 
game to open the fifth set. 


he quickly wilted after the 
first break. 

On the last point, he hit a 
service return back into 


play and had already start¬ 
ed strolling to the net as 
Ferrer prepared to hit the 
winner. □ 


Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 



Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 



PRICE STARTING FROM $289,000 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 
Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 
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Isanders hang on for win over Lightning 


Associated Press 
UNIONDALE, New York (AP) 

— David Ullstrom scored 
early in the third period 
to give the Islanders a big 
lead, and New York held 
off the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning 4-3 Monday. 

Coach Jack Capuano 
returned to the Islanders 
and guided them to their 
first win of the season. He 
missed the opening-night 
loss to New Jersey on Sat¬ 
urday because of surgery 
to remove a kidney stone. 
Michael Grabner, Matt 
Martin and Kyle Okposo 
scored in a 12-minute span 
of the second period to put 
the Islanders ahead 3-0. 
Ullstrom gave New York a 
four-goal lead 91 seconds 
into the final period. 

Martin St. Louis, Benoit 
Pouliot and Steven Stam- 
kos scored in a 5y2-min- 
ute stretch, pulling Tampa 
Bay within a goal with 12 
minutes left. The Lightning 
couldn't get anything else 
past Evgeni Nabokov, who 
stopped 23 of 26 shots. 
Anders Lindback allowed 
all four of New York’s goals 
on 44 shots. 

SENATORS 4, PANTHERS 0 
OTTAWA (AP) — Kyle Tur- 
ris scored twice and Craig 


Anderson made 31 saves 
as the Ottawa Senators 
shut out the Florida Pan¬ 
thers in their home opener. 
Anderson, making his sec¬ 


ond straight start to open 
the season, picked up his 
20th career shutout. Jim 
O’Brien and Jakob Silfver- 
berg, with his first NHL goal, 
also scored for the Sena¬ 
tors. 

Jose Theodore was strong 
in defeat for the Panthers, 
finishing with 33 stops. 

BLUES 4, PREDATORS 3, SO 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 


T.J. Oshie and Alexander 
Steen scored in the shoot¬ 
out, and the St. Louis Blues 
edged the Nashville Pred¬ 
ators. 


The Blues won the Central 
Division last season, but 
the Predators won the sea¬ 
son series 4-1-1 with three 
of those games going to 
a shootout. This time, the 
Blues had the only goals in 
a shootout that lasted only 
two rounds. Brian Elliott, 
who came off the bench in 
the second, stopped Craig 
Smith and Martin Erat to 


get the win. 

Rookie Vladimir Tarasenko 
had a goal and two assists 
for St. Louis. Andy McDon¬ 
ald had a power-play goal 
and an assist, and Alex Pi- 
etrangelo's goal tied it up 
in the third period. 

Patric Hornqvist had a goal 
and two assists for Nash¬ 
ville. Mike Fisher had a goal 
and an assist, Colin Wilson 
a goal and Erat two assists. 
BRUINS 2, JETS 1, SO 
BOSTON (AP)—TylerSeguin 
and Patrice Bergeron 
scored in the shootout to 
lift the Boston Bruins over 
the Winnipeg Jets. 

Brad Marchand had the 
regulation goal for the 
Bruins. Tuukka Rask made 
26 saves in regulation and 
held the Jets to only Blake 
Wheeler’s score in the 
shootout. Bryan Little, the 
last shooter, hit the right 
post to end the game. 
Ondrej Pavelec made 26 
saves in regulation for the 
Jets, but gave up scores to 
Boston’s first two shooters 
in the extra session. Chris 
Thorburn scored for the 
Jets. 

RED WINGS 4, BLUE JACK¬ 
ETS 3, SO 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Swiss rookie Damien Brun¬ 


ner scored in the fourth 
round of the shootout to 
lead the Detroit Red Wings 
past Columbus before 
19,206 — the largest reg¬ 
ular-season crowd at Na¬ 
tionwide Arena in the Blue 
Jackets’ 11-plus seasons. 
Brian Lashoff scored in his 
NHL debut and fellow de¬ 
fenseman Ian White also 
scored for Detroit, which 
got on the board twice in 
the second period after 
being humiliated 6-0 in its 
opener Saturday night in St. 
Louis. Pavel Datsyuk had a 
goal to send the game into 
overtime with 6 minutes re¬ 
maining in regulation. 

Cam Atkinson, James Wis¬ 
niewski and Vinny Prospal 
scored goals during regu¬ 
lation for Columbus, which 
was coming off a 3-2 shoot¬ 
out win at Nashville on Sat¬ 
urday night. 

Columbus was playing its 
first home game without 
Rick Nash, traded to the 
New York Rangers, since 
the end of the 2001-2002 
season. 

SABRES 2, MAPLE LEAFS 1 
TORONTO, Ontario (AP) 
— Ryan Miller stopped 34 
shots to lead the Buffalo 
Sabres past the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. □ 



While Tampa Bay Lightning’s Eric Brewer, right, watches. New 
York Islanders' Michael Grabner (40) watches as his shot scores 
past Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Anders Lindback, bottom, dur¬ 
ing the second period of the NHL hockey game Monday, Jan. 
21, 2013, in Uniondale, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


Wiggins confirms Giro is his priority this year 



Tour De France Director Christian Prudhomme, right, watches 
a promotional film showing Bradley Wiggins during a press 
conference to announce the route of the 2014 Tour De France, 
in Leeds, England, Thursday Jan. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


MILAN (AP) — Tour de 
France champion Bradley 
Wiggins has confirmed that 
the Giro d’ltalia is his main 
priority this year. 


“The Giro d’ltalia is my 
new challenge, my inspira¬ 
tion, the new fire burning 
inside me,” Wiggins told 
race organizer Gazzetta 


dello Sport on Tuesday. “I 
think winning it, for certain 
aspects, will be more diffi¬ 
cult than winning the Tour.” 
Wiggins also won the time 
trial at last year's London 
Olympics before home 
fans, and the Giro route 
should favor his ability at 
racing against the clock. 
Beginning in Naples on 
May 4 and ending in Bres¬ 
cia on May 26, the race 
features three time trials for 
a total of 92 kilometers (57 
miles). 

Wiggins listed the steeper 
Italian climbs and other 
challengers, namely Vin¬ 
cenzo Nibali, as his biggest 
obstacles toward winning. 
“It wasn’t a sudden 
choice. After winning the 
Tour, which I had sought for 
many years, I asked myself, 
‘Now what do I do?' and 
I started thinking about the 


Giro,” Wiggins said. 

Wiggins has raced the Giro 
five times, including his 
grand tour debut in 2003 
when he failed to finish. In 
2010, he won the open¬ 
ing time trial in Amsterdam 
and wore the leader's pink 
jersey for one stage, even¬ 
tually finishing 40th for his 
best finish in the race. 

“In terms of cycling history, 
the Giro is just as impor¬ 
tant as the Tour, but it has 
a more human aspect,” 
Wiggins said. “The Tour has 
maybe gotten too big.” 
Wiggins won three Olym¬ 
pic titles and six medals in 
track cycling before focus¬ 
ing exclusively on the road. 
He said that he first began 
to believe in his climbing 
ability when he finished 
ahead of Lance Armstrong 
in the first big climb of the 
2009 Giro at Alpi di Siusi. 


But Wiggins wouldn’t ana¬ 
lyze Armstrong’s doping 
confession last week. 

“I’m not interested in what 
happens to Lance," Wig¬ 
gins said. “My worry is in 
what state this scandal 
leaves cycling. Where 
have (UCI President) Pat 
McQuaid and all the oth¬ 
ers brought this sport? 
Certainly not in a great 
position, especially for the 
riders racing now. ... Our 
credibility is on the line.” 
Wiggins said he will help Sky 
teammate Chris Froome at 
the Tour after they finished 
1-2 last year. 

“But I'm still hoping to race 
another Tour at a high 
level after the Giro, that’s 
the challenge — maybe 
another podium,” he said. 
“Anyhow, it's better for the 
team to have two cards to 
play than one.’Q 
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NBA Roundup 

Continued from page 17 


WIZARDS 98, 

TRAIL BLAZERS 95 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
Jordan Crawford hit a 
3-pointer at the buzzer and 
Washington dogpiled on 
the court to celebrate the 
win. 

Nicolas Batum had 12 
points, 10 rebounds and 
11 assists for his first career 
triple-double, but Portland 
still lost its season-high sixth 
straight. 

Crawford's fadeaway and 
a corner 3-pointer gave 
the Wizards an 82-75 lead, 
their largest to that point, 
with just more than 7 min¬ 
utes left in the game. 
Rookie Damian Lillard’s 
dunk pulled the Blazers 
to 91-90 with 2:21 left. For¬ 
mer Blazer Martell Webster 
and John Wall answered 
with consecutive dunks, 
but Lillard added a layup 
and Wesley Matthews hit 
a 3-pointer to tie it with 7.9 
seconds left. 

Crawford’s game winner 
was reviewed but it didn’t 
stop the Wizards' celebra¬ 
tion. 

PACERS 82, GRIZZLIES 81 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
George Hill scored 13 
points, including a clinch¬ 
ing free throw with 1.4 sec¬ 
onds remaining to give In¬ 
diana a victory over Mem¬ 
phis in the annual Martin 
Luther King Day game. 

On the ensuing inbounds, 
Rudy Gay’s 24-footer over 
Paul George banked in, 
but it came after the buzz¬ 
er — a ruling confirmed by 
officials after a review — 
giving the Pacers their sec¬ 
ond straight win and ninth 
in the past 11. 

David West scored 14 
points for the Central Divi¬ 
sion-leading Pacers, while 
George finished with 12 
points, 10 rebounds and 
nine assists. 

Roy Hibbert scored 10 for 


Indiana. 

NETS 88, KNICKS 85 
NEW YORK (AP) — Joe 
Johnson made the go- 
ahead jumper with 22 sec¬ 
onds left and scored 25 
points, leading the Brook¬ 
lyn Nets to an 88-85 over 
the New York Knicks on 
Monday and a split of the 
four-game series between 
the city rivals. 

Deron Williams added 14 
points and 12 assists for the 
Nets, who cut the Knicks' 
Atlantic Division lead to 
one game. Brook Lopez 
had 14 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds, and Kris Humphries 
came off the bench for 11 
points and 13 boards. 

Carmelo Anthony had 29 
points and seven assists for 
the Knicks, but missed all six 
shots in the fourth quarter 
and finished 11 of 29 for the 
game. J.R. Smith scored 16 
points and Amare Stou- 
demire 15. 

The Nets survived a pair 
of lengthy droughts in the 
second half but got 10 
points in the final period 
from Johnson, who used 
to play for Knicks coach 
Mike Woodson in Atlanta 
and has become the play¬ 
er Brooklyn turns to for big 
shots in the clutch. 

BULLS 95, LAKERS 83 
CHICAGO (AP) — Kirk 
Hinrich scored 22 points, 
Marco Belinelli added 15 
points, and the Bulls pulled 
away with an 18-4 run that 
broke a 75-75 tie and sent 
Los Angeles to its ninth loss 
in 11 games. 

Belinelli came up big in the 
closing minutes, scoring 
eight points during the de¬ 
cisive run. 

He started it by hitting two 
free throws after getting 
fouled by Dwight Howard 
with 6:54 left in the game 
and wrapped two 3-point¬ 
ers around a layup by Los 
Angeles’ Earl Clark, making 
it 89-79 with 2:27 remaining. 
The Lakers have now 
dropped six straight on the 


road, and this one came 
after coach Mike D’Antoni 
shook up the lineup. He 
moved forward Pau Ga- 
sol to a reserve role and 
replaced him with Clark, 
but the slide continued on 
a night when Kobe Bryant 
and Howard were mostly 
nonfactors. 

ROCKETS 100, BOBCATS 94 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
James Harden scored 29 
points and hit all 10 of his 
free throws in the fourth 
quarter and Houston ral¬ 
lied to snap a seven-game 
losing streak. 

Kemba Walker scored a 
career-high 35 points for 
the Bobcats, who set a 
franchise record with their 
15th straight loss at home. 
The longest home skid in 
NBA history is 19 straight by 
Dallas during the 1993-94 
season. 

Harden made just 5 of 20 
shots, but went 19 of 21 on 
free throws. 

He was perfect from the 
line when the Rockets 
overcame a seven-point 
deficit in the final period. 
Marcus Morris had 21 points 
for the Rockets. Carlos Del- 
fino scored 16, including 
a 3-pointer from the right 
corner that put Houston 
ahead for good at 96-94 
with 1:54 left. 

HORNETS 114, KINGS 105 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Ryan 
Anderson scored 27 points 
and New Orleans survived 
a second half without An¬ 
thony Davis in a victory 
over Sacramento. 

Greivis Vasquez added 
19 points and Eric Gordon 
had 16 points for the Hor¬ 
nets, who have won three 
of four. 

DeMarcus Cousins led the 
Kings with 29 points and 13 
rebounds. 

Isaiah Thomas scored 20 
points, and Tyreke Evans 
had 16 on the day the NBA 
announced the team’s 
owners had a deal to po¬ 
tentially move the fran¬ 
chise to Seattle. □ 



Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant directs a teammate 
during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the 
Chicago Bulls, Monday, Jan. 21, 2013, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 
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Preserving and Protecting Your Muscles 

By: Dr. Carlos Viana 


Everyone needs to learn 
how to preserve and pro¬ 
tect their muscles. As peo¬ 
ple age, it is normal for their 
skeletal muscle mass to 
deteriorate. Regular medi¬ 
cine considers muscle de¬ 
terioration to be a natural 
process. On average, peo¬ 
ple lose about 30 percent 
of their strength between 
ages 50 and 70, and an¬ 
other 30 percent of what’s 
left every decade after 
that. My medical protocol, 
that I call biocompatible 
medicine considers muscle 
loss as a sign of other health 
problems. You should work 
to keep your muscles in 
great condition. 

Although muscle weak¬ 
ening, called atrophy is a 
problem of aging, muscle 
loss can happen even in 
young people. There are 
several reasons for loosing 
muscle strength and size. 
The first problem is a seden¬ 
tary lifestyle. When you do 
not use your muscles, you 
lose your muscles. To re¬ 
build muscle mass lost from 
a sedentary lifestyle, the 
first thing you have to do is 
get off the couch and do 
something physical. Regu¬ 
lar daily movement, like 
walking is best, but at least 
do some kind of exercise a 
minimum of three times a 
week! 

Medical statistics show 
that people confined to 
bed and astronauts can 
lose around 1% of muscle 
strength for each day in 
bed or space. They also 
lose 5% of their bone mass 
every month. Here is an im¬ 
portant connection. Old¬ 
er people who fall down 
and break their hips do 
not get into this situation 
only because of bone loss. 
Sedentary, older people 
have also lost muscle size, 
strength and tone. When 


our bones do not have the 
same amount of muscle 
exerting the same amount 
of stress on them, the bones 
became smaller because 
not as much bone mass is 
needed to support those 
smaller muscles. In turn, 
when we increase our 
muscles, our bones know 
they need to strengthen to 
support them. Therefore, 
when an older person loses 
their balance and do not 
have the muscle strength 
to regain their balance, 
they fall. 

Aging also causes other 
problems with our mus¬ 
cles. Muscles take longer 
to respond to brain signals 
in your 50s than they did 
in your 20s. As a normal 
course of aging, you be¬ 
gin to lose the muscle fibers 
that are responsible for 
making you move quickly. 
The speed of transmission 
of impulses from the brain 
to the muscles also slows 
down, so it takes longer to 
get the signal, “Hey! Move 
it!” Your heart, a most im¬ 
portant muscle, becomes 
less able to propel large 
quantities of blood quickly 
through your body. As a 
result, you tire more quickly 
and take longer to recover. 
Your muscles also can’t re¬ 
pair themselves as quickly 
as they used to, due to a de¬ 
crease in digestion. Since 
bile is what digests meat, 
everyone who has lost their 
gall bladder or who has 
had a gastric- bypass op¬ 
eration is not digesting and 
absorbing amino acids, the 
building blocks of nearly all 
activities in your body. 

A Clinical Nutritionist can 
check your muscle sta¬ 
tus through blood testing. 
Anyone with any sort of in¬ 
flammation is losing muscle. 
This is because your body in 
response to inflammation. 


your body breaks down 
muscle to “rob” the protein 
in them, to help “put out 
the inflammation fire.” An 
acute inflammation protein 
produced by your body 
called, C - reactive protein 
and can be measured by 
a simple blood test which 
can quickly show the sever¬ 
ity of your infection to help 
in diagnosing and planning 
a treatment protocol. 
Muscle atrophy from dis¬ 
ease can be more difficult 
to overcome than from a 
sedentary lifestyle, espe¬ 
cially when it involves nerve 
damage or disease of the 
muscle itself. Muscle loss 
in these situations is more 
damaging because you 
have almost no use of the 
diseased muscles. With the 
other types of muscle loss, 
you have at least some use 
of the muscle groups. 
Cancer can also result in a 
muscle wasting syndrome 
called Cachexia. Diseases 
that cause cachexia of¬ 
ten progress rapidly; many 
have no cure and are pro¬ 
gressively disabling. Type 
two diabetes patients lose 
their muscles quickly for 
two reasons. They aren’t 
able to convert blood sug¬ 
ar into energy so the body 
starts burning muscle cells 
for energy to keep moving. 
Pharmaceutical and rec¬ 
reational drugs destroy 
muscles. Drugs to treat 
asthma or inflammatory 
conditions such as rheuma¬ 
toid arthritis or lupus destroy 
muscle plus, your body is 
also breaking down your 
muscles to fight the inflam¬ 
mation. An alcohol binge 
or withdrawal from chron¬ 
ic use can cause skeletal 
muscle breakdown called 
‘Alcoholic myopathy’. A 
cocaine binge also causes 
muscle tissue to break 
down. Although marijua¬ 


na use does not produce 
muscle loss directly, there 
is interference to growth 
hormone production and 
testosterone which will in¬ 
terfere with muscle build¬ 
ing. Also, unless appetite 
is controlled and nutritious 
foods and natural supple¬ 
ments are consumed in¬ 
stead of junk foods, body¬ 
builders and fitness models 
who use marijuana may 
find that they are constant¬ 
ly involved in a battle of the 
bulge. 

You can evaluate your 
muscle status yourself. 
Raise your dominant arm 
so it is parallel with the floor. 
Now swing your arm back 
and forth looking at your 
bottom arm muscles. If you 
lower arm muscles move, 
they are flabby and you 
have lost muscle tone. 
Determining why you are 
losing muscle is very impor¬ 
tant to help maintain your 
health. To do this, besides a 
comprehensive blood test, 
my protocol uses a special¬ 
ized Full Amino Acid panel 
to checks an individual's 
amino acid status. Ami¬ 
no acid analysis provides 
fundamental information 
about your nutrition: the 
quality and quantity of di¬ 
etary protein, digestive 
disorders, and vitamin and 
mineral deficiencies; par¬ 
ticularly folic acid, B- com¬ 
plex metabolism, zinc and 
magnesium. With this and 
other information, we can 
then make an individual nu¬ 
trition and treatment plan 
for each person, which in¬ 
cludes food, personal sup¬ 
plement, and lifestyle. 

Get The Point! Not only 
should the elderly be con¬ 
cerned about muscle 
wasting. Physical therapy 
should be prescribed as 
treatment for people who 
are bedridden so that they 



don’t have severe muscle 
loss. Muscle loss, besides 
not looking good, is a se¬ 
rious indication of other 
health problems. Call or 
email us so we can help 
you learn to preserve and 
protect your muscles at 
any age. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having stud¬ 
ied in Shanghai, China; a 
Board Cert. Clinical Nu¬ 
tritionist (C.C.N.), a fellow 
member of the Board Cer¬ 
tified Association of Addic¬ 
tion Professionals (C.Ad.), 
the Chairperson of the Lat¬ 
in American Committee of 
the International Academy 
of Oral Medicine and Toxi¬ 
cology (IAOMT), a Rejuve¬ 
nating Cell Therapist and 
specializes in Anti-Aging 
Medicine, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA NATU¬ 
RAL HEALING CENTER NV, 
Kibaima 7, Aruba, TEL: 585- 
1270 FAX: 585-4789, Web 
Sight: www.vianaheal.com 

HEALTH FOR TODAY’S 
WORLD: 101 Great Wavs to 
Improve YOUR HEALTH. 101 
Expert tips to Great Health, 
Including a chapter by 
Carlos M. Viana, Aruba's 
Barefoot Doctor. Available 
@ Viana Center, Hotel Gift 
Shops & All BookstoresO 
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Can Apple maintain its shine? 



In this Thursday, June 24, 2012 file photo, Jeremiah Ulibarri checks out his new iPhone 4 outside of 
an Apple store in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — For 

many investors, Apple’s 
best days are behind it. 
Competitors are catching 
up, they believe, and the 
latest iPhone is stumbling. 
The company’s doubters 
have backed their convic¬ 
tion with billions of dollars. 
Last week, the stock fell 
below $500 for the first time 
in 11 months. Since Apple’s 
stock peaked at $705.07 
on Sept. 21 —the day of 
the iPhone 5’s release— it 
has fallen nearly 30 per¬ 
cent, cutting Apple's mar¬ 
ket capitalization by nearly 
$200 billion. 

On Wednesday, Apple — 
still the world’s most valu¬ 
able public company— 
gets a chance to rebut 
the skeptics as it reports 
financial results for the holi¬ 
day quarter. But the report 
could also end up confirm¬ 
ing beliefs that the compa¬ 
ny is losing its edge as an 
arbiter of innovation and a 
pacesetter in sales growth. 
Apple’s perception prob¬ 
lem centers on the iPhone. 
Many investors believe the 
company has painted itself 
into a corner with the high- 
priced gadget. The iPhone 
is more expensive than otjj- 
her smartphones that do 
many of the same things. 


REDMOND, Washington 
(AP) — Microsoft says that 
the pro version of its Sur¬ 
face tablet will be avail¬ 
able to purchase Feb. 9 in 
the U.S. and Canada. 
Unlike the previous version 
that launched in October, 
the “Surface Windows 8 
Pro” will use the full ver¬ 
sion of Windows 8, which is 
compatible with programs 
that run on earlier versions 
of Windows. 

The tablet will be priced 
starting at $899 for the 
model with 64 gigabytes of 
memory. 

The price includes the Sur¬ 
face Pen, which allows us¬ 
ers to write or draw on the 


The company created the 
modern smartphone, but 
because of its strategy to 
sell the iPhone at a large 
premium, it will be unable 
to capitalize fully as smart¬ 
phones continue conquer¬ 
ing the world. The iPhone 
seems destined to remain 
the phone of the elite who 
can afford it. 

In many ways, the iPhone's 
global battle with phones 
running Google's Android 
operating system is a re¬ 
play of the Mac-PC battles 
of the 80s and 90s, when 
Apple saw its innovative- 
yet-expensive Mac out¬ 
flanked by cheaper PCs 
running Microsoft’s DOS 
and Windows software. 
Analyst Michael Morgan 
at ABI Research believes 
Apple’s share of the glob¬ 
al smartphone market will 
grow from 20.5 percent 
in 2012 to 22 percent this 
year and then remain flat. 
Meanwhile, South Korea's 
Samsung Electronics —the 
world’s No. 1 maker of 
smartphones— is already 
at 30 percent of the mar¬ 
ket, and is set to leverage 
its chip- and display-mak¬ 
ing capabilities into further 
dominance, he said. 
“Barring an unlikely col¬ 
lapse in Samsung's busi¬ 
ness, even Apple will be 
chasing Samsung's tech- 


device. 

It does not include the 
Touch Cover keyboard, 
which sells separately for 
$120, or the Type Cover, 
which has depressible 
keys, for $130. 

Microsoft hasn’t released 
sales figures for the earlier 
version of Surface, which 
runs on Windows RT, a 
slimmed down version of 
the operating system. 

RT only runs apps bought 
on the Windows store 
and a modified version of 
Office that Microsoft in¬ 
cluded with the device. 
The pro version of Surface 
does not come with Office 
installed. □ 


nology, software, and de¬ 
vice leadership in 2013 — 
through the foreseeable 
future," Morgan said. 
Investors also see short¬ 
term difficulties for Apple. 
Last week, the Japanese 
newspaper Nikkei and The 
Wall Street Journal said the 
company has slashed its 
orders for iPhone 5 parts 
because the device isn't 
selling as well as hoped. 
Both publications cited un¬ 
identified people familiar 
with the situation. 

Sterne Agee analyst Shaw 
Wu believes the press 
reports are misleading. 
IPhone 5 demand, he says, 
remains robust. He attri¬ 
butes the reports of lower 
orders to shifts to other 
suppliers and an improve¬ 
ment in production, which 
means fewer components 
are wasted while building 
the complicated phone. 
Apple usually reports the 
number of iPhones it sells 
each quarter, so Wednes¬ 
day’s financial update 
should give investors some 
indication of where the 
company is heading. Ana¬ 
lysts on average expect 
the company to show sales 
of 48 million iPhones, which 
compares with the 37 mil¬ 
lion it sold in the same pe¬ 
riod a year prior. 

The wrinkle is that Apple 
doesn't break out how 
many iPhones it sells of 
each type — it has kept 
selling the cheaper, two- 


year-old iPhone 4 and 
last year’s 4S alongside 
the flagship 5. A key tenet 
among investors who re¬ 
main optimistic about Ap¬ 
ple: Although the iPhone 5 
is too expensive, buyers will 
shift their attention to the 
older Apple phones, which 
they find “good enough.” 
Analyst Andy Hargreaves 
at Pacific Crest Securi¬ 
ties says demand for new 


iPhone models is going to 
falter. Last week, he down¬ 
graded Apple's stock from 
“Outperform” to “Sector 
Perform” because he be¬ 
lieves consumers aren’t 
going to clamor for new 
hardware features any¬ 
more. They’ll hang on to 
older phones longer, and 
when they buy, they'll buy 
cheaper models, he says. 
□ 
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Opal 235 

Well maintained home 
with 3 bedrooms 
and swimming pool! 

The property comes fenced in, 
fully airconditioned, with 
quality kitchen with bar and 
all appliances, built in closets 
in all bedrooms, alarmsystem, 
landscaped garden with drip 
system and nice pavers, bbq 
area and much more. 

Built on 508 m 2 of land. 
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J&J 4Q profit soars on higher sales 


LINDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Business Writer 

Higher sales of prescription 
drugs and medical devic¬ 
es helped Johnson & John¬ 
son post a much bigger 
fourth-quarter profit than a 
year ago, when a slew of 
charges depressed results. 
However, consumer health 
product sales dipped 
and the company again 
pushed back its timeline 
for returning recalled prod¬ 
ucts to stores. In addition, 
J&J’s 2013 profit forecast, 
for $5.35 to $5.45 per share, 
is below the average ana¬ 
lyst estimate of $5.49. 

The New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, company said Tues¬ 
day that net income was 
$2.57 billion, or 91 cents per 
share, up from $218 mil¬ 
lion, or 8 cents per share, in 
2011 's fourth quarter. 
Excluding about $800 mil¬ 
lion in charges in the latest 
quarter, earnings would 
have been $3.38 billion, 
or $ 1.19 per share, 2 cents 
above analysts’ expecta¬ 


tions. The charges include 
J&J's biggest acquisition 
ever and increased litiga¬ 
tion reserves over recalls 
of defective DePuy hip im¬ 


plants. The maker of atten¬ 
tion deficit drug Concerto, 
Acuvue contact lenses 
and consumer health 
products such as No More 
Tears shampoo said rev¬ 
enue totaled $17.56 billion, 


up 8 percent from a year 
ago but just shy of analysts’ 
average estimate of $17.69 
billion. “On the whole, the 
quarter was no problem,” 


said WBB Securities analyst 
Steve Brozak, adding J&J 
needs to quickly decide 
what to do with its $12.5 bil¬ 
lion in free cash flow. “Are 
they going to buy, are they 
going to sell or are they go¬ 


ing to stand still?” CEO Alex 
Gorsky told analysts dur¬ 
ing a conference call that 
the company is exploring 
alternatives such as the 
sale or spinoff of its Ortho 
Clinical Diagnostics busi¬ 
ness. It makes equipment 
and supplies for detecting 
and diagnosing conditions 
such as HIV, diabetes and 
high cholesterol and for 
ensuring donated blood is 
safe. “Johnson & Johnson 
delivered solid results in 

2012, with momentum con¬ 
tinuing to build and sales 
growth accelerating,” 
Gorsky said. “As we enter 

2013, I believe we’re well 
positioned to drive growth 
in this increasingly compet¬ 
itive, dynamic market.” 
However, J&J's long-run¬ 
ning manufacturing quality 
problems continue to hurt 
sales of consumer health 
products, which were 
down 3.6 percent in the 
U.S. and 0.4 percent world¬ 
wide at $3.65 billion in the 
quarter.Q 



Higher sales helped Johnson & Johnson post a much bigger 
fourth-quarter profit than a year ago, when a slew of charges 
depressed results. (AP Photo/John Raoux) 


Verizon posts record 4Q loss on pensions 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Verizon 
strengthened its position as 
the top dog of the wireless 
industry in its latest quarter 
by raking in new subscrib¬ 
ers and selling millions of 
iPhones, but also posted a 
record loss. The loss of $4.23 
billion, or $1.48 per share, 
for the fourth quarter was 
mainly due to adjustments 
to the value of its pension 
funds and obligations, an 
annual routine for Verizon 
Communications Inc. 

But even excluding the 
pension effects, the New 
York-based phone com¬ 
pany missed Wall Street’s 
earnings expectations 
when reporting Tuesday 
because of the cost of 
repairs after Superstorm 
Sandy and “aggressive” 
advertising and price cuts 
on smartphones. 

Verizon’s loss for the Octo¬ 
ber to December period 
compared with a loss of 
$2.02 billion or 71 cents per 
share, a year ago. 
Excluding the pension ad¬ 
justments and various oth¬ 
er charges, Verizon earned 


38 cents per share. Strip¬ 
ping out a further 7 cents 
per share for the cost of re¬ 
pair after Superstorm San¬ 
dy, earnings were 45 cents 
per share. That still missed 
the average forecast of 
analysts polled by FactSet, 
of 50 cents per share. 


Verizon CFO Fran Shammo 
said the earnings miss was 
due to further costs due to 
Sandy that the company 
couldn’t firmly attribute 
to the storm, and a “stra¬ 
tegic decision" to invest 
in attracting new wireless 
customers by selling smart¬ 
phones for cheap. 


Revenue rose 6 percent to 
$30.05 billion from $28.44 
billion, beating analyst 
forecasts of $29.8 billion, 
as Verizon added a record 
net of 2.2 million devices to 
its contract-based wireless 
plans. It had announced 
the wireless additions two 


weeks ago. The bumper 
quarter was fueled by the 
launch of the iPhone 5 
on Sept. 21. Verizon acti¬ 
vated 3 million of those, 
and 6.2 million iPhones of 
all kinds, another record 
for the company. IPhones 
accounted for two out 
of three smartphones ac¬ 


tivated, also the highest 
figure ever for Verizon, 
which promotes compet¬ 
ing “Droid” phones. IPhone 
sales are not an immediate 
benefit to the company, 
since it sells them at a big 
loss. It recoups the money 
over the life of a two-year 
contract, but the block¬ 
buster sales helped curb its 
fourth-quarter loss. Verizon 
Wireless revenue climbed 
9.5 percent to $20 billion 
and contributed nearly 
all of the profit, as usual. 
Verizon Communications 
owns 55 percent of Verizon 
Wireless. The rest is owned 
by Vodafone Group PLC, 
which gets a correspond¬ 
ing share of its profits. On 
the wired side, operating 
revenue continued its long 
slide, falling 1.5 percent to 
$10 billion as households 
kept cancelling their land¬ 
lines. To compensate, Ve¬ 
rizon added a net 144,000 
Internet customers and 
134,000 pay-TV customers 
to its FiOS fiber-optic ser¬ 
vice, bringing the compa¬ 
ny to a total of 5.4 million 
FiOS Internet and 4.7 million 
FiOS Video customers. □ 



Verizon strengthened its position at the top of the U.S. wireless 
industry in Q4, but also posted a record loss. 

(AP Photo/Julie Jacobson) 



Delta posts 4Q 
profits at $7M 

JOSHUA FREED 
AP Airlines Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Delta 
Air Lines, the world's sec¬ 
ond largest, said Tuesday 
that its fourth-quarter profit 
was nearly wiped out by 
Superstorm Sandy and 
special charges. 

The storm forced airlines to 
cancel more than 20,000 
flights. The impact was big¬ 
ger at Delta because San¬ 
dy also slowed its opera¬ 
tions at its new oil refinery 
near Philadelphia. 

Delta’s goal in restarting 
the refinery was to maxi¬ 
mize jet fuel production 
and reduce the airline’s 
fuel bill. But Sandy slowed 
the refinery’s restart, and 
the refinery lost $63 million 
for the quarter and added 
7 cents per gallon to the 
price of Delta’s jet fuel. 



Delta said Superstorm Sandy 
plus special charges, left 
Delta Air Lines Inc. with a profit 
of just $7 million in Q4. 

(AP Photo/Charlie Riedel) 

Delta said it expects the 
refinery to be profitable in 
the current quarter. 

Delta said Sandy cut $100 
million from its fourth-quar¬ 
ter profit. It recorded an¬ 
other $231 million in special 
items. What was left was 
net income for the quarter 
of $7 million, or a penny per 
share. During the same pe¬ 
riod last year Delta earned 
$425 million, or 51 cents per 
share. 

Without special items, 
earnings would have been 
$238 million, or 28 cents 
per share. Revenue rose 2 
percent to $8.6 billion. Both 
the adjusted profit and the 
revenue were slightly bet¬ 
ter than expected by ana¬ 
lysts surveyed by FactSet. 
Delta’s 2012 profit rose 18 
percent to $1 billion, or 
$1.19 per share. In 2011 
it earned $854 million, or 
$1.01 per share. Full-year 
revenue rose 4 percent to 
$36.67 billion. 

Delta said it would cut first- 
quarter flying capacity by 
2 percent to 4 percent.Q 
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US stocks rise as tech, industrial earns roll in 



Trader Edward Curran scurries across the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2013. Stocks are wavering in 
early trading on Wall Street as U.S. companies turn in a mixed 
batch of earnings reports. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 

Strong earnings reports 
from big U.S. companies 
helped push the Dow 
Jones industrial average to 
its eighth gain in nine ses¬ 
sions Tuesday. 

DuPont, Verizon and Trav¬ 
elers Cos., three of the 30 
stocks that make up the 
Dow, closed higher after 
reporting their financial re¬ 
sults for the final quarter of 
2012. 

The Dow closed up 62.51 
points, or 0.5 percent, at 
13,712.21. The Standard & 
Poor's 500 index gained 
6.53, or 0.4 percent, to 
1,492.51. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite average rose 8.47, 
or 0.3 percent, to 3,143.18. 
The indexes spent the 
morning edging between 
small gains and losses. 
Around noon, the Dow 
rose decisively and stayed 
higher for the rest of the 
day. 

Earnings have been strong 
enough this season to drive 
a five-day winning streak 
for the S&P 500 and put the 
Dow on track for its biggest 
monthly percentage gain 
since October 2011. Jack 
Ablin, chief investment of¬ 
ficer at BMO Private Bank 
in Chicago, said traders 
have been encouraged 
by the number of compa¬ 
nies beating analysts' profit 
expectations. 

“Granted, we have dimin¬ 
ished expectations, but 
companies are doing a 
decent job beating on the 
profit side,” he said. The 


revenue side of the equa¬ 
tion has been weaker, 
Ablin said, preventing a 
stronger updraft for stocks. 
Traders might gain more 
confidence if companies 
reported stronger demand 
from emerging markets 
and Europe, he said. 

“The U.S. has been pulling 
this wagon by itself for the 
last couple years, and now 
we're facing some austeri¬ 
ty measures. We could cer¬ 
tainly use a hand,” he said. 
Among the Dow compo¬ 
nents that reported early 
Tuesday, chemical and 
bioscience company Du¬ 
Pont reported a sharp drop 
in net income on weakness 
in its electronics, commu¬ 
nications and other busi¬ 
nesses, but the results still 
beat analysts’ forecasts. 


Microsoft 

NEW YORK (AP) — Micro¬ 
soft has joined the nego¬ 
tiations to buy struggling 
computer maker Dell, ac¬ 
cording to media reports. 
Both CNBC and The Wall 
Street Journal reported 
that Microsoft Corp. may 
invest some of the money 
needed to take Dell Inc. 
private after 25 years as a 
publicly traded company. 
Tuesday's stories cited un¬ 
identified people familiar 
with the negotiations. 

If Microsoft joins in a Dell 
buyout, CNBC and the 
Journal say the software 
maker would contribute 
$1 billion to $3 billion. That 


DuPont's stock closed up 
83 cents, or 1.8 percent, at 
$47.82. 

Johnson & Johnson said 
higher sales helped boost 


amount would make Mi¬ 
crosoft Corp. a minority 
investor in a complex deal 
expected to cost $23 bil¬ 
lion to $27 billion if it's com¬ 
pleted. Microsoft declined 
to comment on the reports. 
Word that Dell Inc. is inter¬ 
ested in selling to a group 
led by buyout firm Silver 
Lake Partners first surfaced 
last week. Dell's stock price 
has climbed about 20 per¬ 
cent since then. The stock 
rose 33 cents, or 2.6 per¬ 
cent, to $13.17 in Tuesday's 
early afternoon. 

Dell, which is based in 
Round Rock, Texas, hasn’t 
said whether it’s interested 


its profit from a year ago, 
when results were weighed 
down by a slew of one¬ 
time charges. Howev¬ 
er, the company’s 2013 


in selling. Going private, 
though, would enable the 
company to overhaul its 
operations without having 
to meet Wall Street's de¬ 
mands for higher quarterly 
earnings. 

Dell, the second largest 
U.S. computer maker be¬ 
hind Hewlett-Packard Co., 
is one of Microsoft’s big¬ 
gest partners. Among other 
things, Microsoft licenses its 
Windows operating system 
to Dell's personal comput¬ 
er makers. 

Like many other PC mak¬ 
ers, Dell’s revenue has 
been sliding as the popu¬ 
larity of smartphones and 


profit forecast fell shorf of 
analysts' estimates. J&J 
dropped 54 cents, or 0.7 
percent, to $72.69. 

Verizon Communications 
Inc. rose after the coun¬ 
try’s biggest wireless carrier 
said it activated a record 
number of new devices 
on contract-based plans 
in the fourth quarter. Ve¬ 
rizon’s net loss widened on 
restructuring and pension 
costs and expenses related 
to the cleanup from Super¬ 
storm Sandy. Its stock rose 
40 cents, or 0.9 percent, to 
$42.94. 

A fourth member of the 
Dow 30, property and ca¬ 
sualty insurer Travelers Cos., 
rose strongly after it said 
core income categories 
like investments and premi¬ 
ums written rose.Q 


tablet computers divert 
consumer and business 
spending from laptop and 
desktop machines. 

By becoming a part-owner 
in Dell, Microsoft would risk 
being viewed by HP and 
other PC makers as more 
of a rival than a partner. 
Microsoft already has ran¬ 
kled some of its PC makers 
by releasing a tablet com¬ 
puter called Surface fhaf 
competes against their 
products. 

So far, though, there has 
been little evidence indi¬ 
cating that the Surface is 
reshaping the market for 
computing devices.Q 


considers stake in Dell buyout 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Blockheads 
6 Scorch 
10 Very eager 

14 Build 

15 Marathon 

16 Remedy 

17 Staring 

18 Once more 

19 Extended 
family group 

20 _ out; slowly 
diminishing 

22 Morphine or 
codeine 

24 Dairy product 

25 Lloyd or Jeff 

26 Kathmandu 
resident 

29 BPOE meeting 
center 

30 Got You 
Under My Skin” 

31 Raring to go 
33 Unexpected 

obstacles 
37 Fib teller 
39 Bette or Ossie 

41 Scrabble piece 

42 Actress Burstyn 
44 Examinations 

46 Speck 

47 Desert beast 
49 Extends one’s 

subscription 
51 Eight-armed 
sea creature 

54 City in Texas 

55 Chauffeur 

56 Duplicates; 
exact copies 

60 Notre _; 
Indiana school 

61 Cain’s victim 

63 Seize by force, 
as power 

64 “...and they 
lived happily _ 
after.” 

65 Lounge about 

66 Talk out of 

67 Cincinnati team 

68 Utters 

69 Pupil’s writing 
assignment 

DOWN 

1 Gather crops 
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Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved 



2 Strong desire 

3 Outscore 

4 Inflammatory 
skin condition 

5 Germfree 

6 Grouch 

7 _ up; end a call 

8 Top card 

9 Say in another 
way 

10 Car crash 

11 Siberian prison 

12 Give a speech 

13 Autry & Wilder 
21 Homer classic 
23 Sty residents 

25 Karloff or 
Becker 

26 Longest river 

27 Wickedness 

28 Ring out 

29 On the _; 
honest 

32 Microsoft’s Bill 

34 Nurse’s 
assistant 

35 Shine 

36 _ up; 
arranges 


(c) 2013 Tribune Media Services, 
All Rights Reserved. 

38 Gets well 
40 Part of a bra 
43 Back of the 
neck 

45 Isolate; shut off 
48 Wall paintings 

50 Sounds 

51 More peculiar 

52 Desire greatly 


1/23/13 


53 Two-_; 
betrayed 

54 Water sources 

56 Depend 

57 Severs 

58 Region 

59 Lively; agile 
62 _ constrictor; 

crushing snake 
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Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS$10k OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2BOV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 


Michelle Donato 



Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Dutch Village 

2 bedr lock off room #26 

24 weeks lefton contract 9 can be 

accelerated 

$8,500 

call: 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 year exp. free listings 

198520D 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Marriott Surf Club 

2 bedr platinum ocean side $22,000 

3 bedr platinum ocean view $30,000 
call: 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

26 year exp. free listings 

198520C 


FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Divi Links 

1 bedr week 50 true 8 room: 4226 
$8000 each Studio week 6,7,8 room: 
4225 $7000 each 
call: 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 year exp. free listings 

198520A 


FOR SALE 

Costa Linda 

week 2,2bdrm, 2 bath, 4th floor, 
facing pool & ocean $26,500 
Contact: gakoz@optonline.net 
or call Orlando 917-417-1024 


FOR SALE 

Costa Linda 

week 4 &5, 2bdrm, 2 bath, 5th floor, 
top floor center. Both weeks same unit 
$26,500 per week. 

Will sell together or separate 
Contact: gakoz@optonline.net 
or call Orlando 917-417-1024 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 Bedroom, garden view 
week 2 $4200 
1 bedroom ocean/ pool view 
week 3 $6500 

Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-400 Room 222 Jan 19-26 
Room 109 Jan 26- Feb.1 
e-mail: chumsley@verizon.net 

198508 

FOR SALE 

Occasion, 2 weeks for sale 

prime location in Paradise Beach 
Villas, 3 floor, ocean pool view, 1 
bd spacios rooms sleeps 4, 
sun -sun week 2 room 322 week 3 
room 324 will sell $18,200.00 
e-mail: harpistsylvia@gmail.com 
Ph. in USA 718-5441356 


FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Occidental Grand 

1 bedr deluxe week 2/17 ocean view 
optional all inclusive $12,000 
call: 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 year exp. free listings 

198520E 


Td: / 5a3-74B4 

^Ct^lbnd 70 
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Quality Apartments 
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FOR SALE 

Paradise Villas wk 2 studio $2600 
and wk 6 studio at Mill Resort 
$2750 

508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
local until 1/21 565-9394 

198391 

Paradise Beach Villas 

For Rent 

1 br - 2 br $850-$950 
For sale 

wk 3 - 2 br $4000 
wk 4 - 2 br $4000 
wk 5 -1 br $6000 
732-2788 

info@arubadirectdeals.com 

198513 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 

call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395A 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom pool ocean 
view $1000 per week 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395 

FOR SALE 

Divi Golf Villas 

9th hole/ocean view 

1 bed- 2 bath 

wks 1,2,3 + lock out wkl 
Rm 2257 $59,000 
harveylady@aol.com 

_198515 

FOR SALE 

wk7 Presidential wk large luxury 
studio Divi Golf + beach rm 2105 
ground affinity pool patio all 
amenities $5950 
Rental $875 
508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
local until 1/21 565-9394 

198392 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Amsterdam Manor 

2 bedr 2 bath all 52 weeks 
ocean view Eagle Beach 
Price: $350,000 

call: 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 year exp. free listings 

_ 198520 B 

OCCASION 

La Cabana Time Share 

week 40 sun-sun prime location 
unit 1 weekl, 1 br unit 424 A pool 
ocean view, sleeps 4 
e-mail: harpistsylvia@gmail.com 
Ph. in USA 718-5441356 

198523 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsu n2000@yahoo. com 


FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 2 Br/2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time -ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

197996 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort 

wk 2 unit 2309 
wk 4 unit 2343 

both with pool and ocean views 
(508) 224-7575 (USA) 
e-mail: odomirox @msn.com 

198397 


ORANJESTAD 


% 23 January 

Dr. Angela 


'i.- 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


? 


Botica Paradera Tel: 588-6638 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Everything’s included in this 2 Br 
2 'A bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198153 

FOR RENT 

weeks 5&6 Jan 31-Feb 13 2014 
one bedr ocean front Riu 
$1390 per week 
Aruba cell. 566-7433 
US 336-953-4241 

198398 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1111 Presidential Suite 
wk 1+2 $17,000 per week 
contact (Aruba) 560-1288 
until 2/1/13 
(USA) 203-483-5700 
E-mail: costelli@snet.net 

198362 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1117 Presidential Suite 

wk 2 $17,000 

contact (Aruba) 560-1288 

until 1/26/13 

(USA) 203-421-3531 

E-mail: roberta.ambrose@att.net 

198363 

CASA DEL MAR 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath ocean front 

Rm 1224 wk 2 $27 K 

lemmesell@aol.com 

Casa del Mar 2 br 2 ba pool/ocean 

side Rm 1318wk3$22K 


Paradise Beach Villas 

week 2+3 quiet / garden view 
1 bedr, 1 bath, sleeps 4 
$4,200.00 per week 
Call Rm 111 until Feb 2 or contact by 
e-mail: tparady@snet.net 

198509 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 


Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency ♦ **ffT**» 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES** 



Jan. 24 Adventure of the Seas 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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U.S. military looks for new life for dead satellites 



This illustration released by The Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) showing a satellite used for DARPA's 
Phoenix program scavenging defunct communication satel¬ 
lites for their valuable parts and recycling them to build brand 
new ones. 

Associated Press 


ALICIA CHANG 
AP Science Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — It’s 
like doing robotic surgery 
in zero gravity: Imagine 
scavenging defunct com¬ 
munication satellites for 
their valuable parts and re¬ 
cycling them to build new 
ones for cheap. 

It’s the latest pet project 
from the U.S. defense de¬ 
partment's research wing, 
known for its quirky ideas. 
The Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency 
is spending $180 million 
to test technologies that 
could make this possible. 
When satellites retire, cer¬ 
tain parts — such as an¬ 
tennas and solar panels 
— often still work. There's 
no routine effort to salvage 
and reuse satellite parts 
once they’re launched into 
space.DARPA thinks it can 
save money by repurpos¬ 


ing in orbit. 

“We’re attempting to es¬ 
sentially increase the return 
on investment ... and try to 
find a way to really change 
the economics so that we 
can lower the cost" of mili¬ 
tary space missions, said 
DARPA program manager 


David Barnhart. 

Work on DARPA’s Phoenix 
program — named after 
the mythical bird that rose 
from its own ashes — is 
already under way. The 
agency awarded con¬ 
tracts to several companies 
to develop new technolo¬ 


gies, and it is seeking fresh 
proposals from interested 
parties next month. 

A key test will come in 2016, 
when it launches a demon¬ 
stration mission that seeks 
to breathe new life into an 
antenna from a yet-to-be- 
determined decommis¬ 
sioned satellite. DARPA has 
identified about 140 retired 
satellites that it can choose 
from for its first test. 

Here’s the vision: Launch 
a robotic mechanic outfit¬ 
ted with a toolkit that can 
rendezvous with defunct 
satellites and mine them 
for parts. The plan also calls 
for the separate launch of 
mini-satellites. The robot¬ 
ic mechanic would then 
string together the mini-sat¬ 
ellites and old satellite parts 
to create a new communi¬ 
cation system. 

DARPA officials said one 
way to keep costs down 
is for the mini-satellites to 


hitch a ride aboard avail¬ 
able space on commercial 
rockets. 

Harvard astrophysicist 
Jonathan McDowell, who 
tracks the world’s space 
launches and satellites, 
called it “an interesting 
idea" that may reduce 
costs in the long term. 

“The first few times you do 
this, it'll definitely be more 
expensive than just building 
the new antenna on your 
satellite from scratch. But in 
the long run, it might work 
out,” he said in an email. 
McDowell said the biggest 
challenge in the upcoming 
demo test is separating the 
antenna from the retired 
satellite without breaking 
it and then successfully in¬ 
tegrating it with the mini¬ 
satellites. 

DARPA is used to funding 
out-there research, and a 
few projects are slowly be¬ 
coming reality. 


Scientist: I’m NOT seeking a mom for a Neanderthal 


In this Oct. 20, 2008 file photo. Harvard Medical School genetics 
professor George Church poses for a photo with DNA sequence 
data for Dr. John Halamka, chief information officer, following a 
news conference in Boston. 


MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A promi¬ 
nent genetics expert from 
Harvard Medical School 
wants to make one thing 
perfectly clear: He is NOT 
looking for a woman to 
bear a Neanderthal baby. 
Not even an adventurous 
one. 

“Definitely not,” said 
George Church. 

Is he advocating for cre¬ 
ating a Neanderthal? No. 
Does he plan to pursue 
such a project? “We have 
no projects, no plans, we 
have no papers, no grants," 
to do that, he said in a tele¬ 
phone interview Tuesday. 
You wouldn't know that 
from some press reports 
that shot around the In¬ 
ternet the past few days, 


which made Church sound 
like he was supporting the 
idea and even looking for 
an “adventurous” woman 
to bear the Neanderthal 
child. 

Church says those reports 
are based on misunder¬ 
standings of an interview 
he gave the German mag¬ 
azine Der Spiegel. The pub¬ 
lication had approached 
him to talk about his recent 
book, “Regenesis: How Syn¬ 
thetic Biology Will Reinvent 
Nature and Ourselves.” 
Church said the idea of 
bringing back Neander¬ 
thals gets brief mention 
as a theoretical possibil¬ 
ity, and the book refers to 
an “adventurous" woman 
merely to point out that 
the process would require 
a woman who no doubt 


would be adventurous. 

“It said you're going to 
need someone like that if 
you’re going to do it,” he 
said. “It’s certainly very dif¬ 
ferent from taking out a 
want ad.” 

Neanderthals were stocky, 
muscular hunters who lived 
in Europe and western Asia. 
They died out sometime af¬ 
ter modern humans arrived 
in Europe, which occurred 
some 40,000 to 45,000 years 
ago. 

Scientists have recovered 
DNA from Neanderthal 
fossils. Making a Neander¬ 
thal would start with put¬ 
ting such DNA into human 
cells. They would be used 
to make an embryo, which 
would be carried to term 
by a surrogate mother. 
Church said. 


Such a process would face 
ethical questions involv- 


Associated Press 

ing respect for the mother 
and child, as well as safety 
issues, and it would also 
require societal approval. 
Church said. 

Scientists have long talked 
about bringing back long- 
extinct animals, such as 
by recovering genes from 
the remains of mammoths 
and using elephants as 
surrogate mothers. That 
has its own ethical issues, 
although not as troubling 
as a Neanderthal project. 
Church said. □ 
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Beyonce questioned on lip sync at Obama inaugural 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

There's no question Be- 
yonce's rendition of the 
national anthem was 
a roaring success. The 
mystery: was it live or lip 
synced? 

On Tuesday, a spokes¬ 
woman for the U.S. Marine 
Band told news outlets that 
Beyonce had lip synced at 
President Barack Obama’s 
inauguration. 

Master Sgt. Kristin duBois 
said the band was noti¬ 
fied at the last minute that 
Beyonce would use a pre¬ 
recorded voice track. 

But by late afternoon, the 
Marine Corps backed off 
that statement. 

Marine Corps spokesman 
Capt. Gregory Wolf said 
that because there was 
no opportunity for Be¬ 
yonce to rehearse with the 
Marine Band, 
it was determined that a 
live performance by the 
band was ill advised. In- 


a recorded track was used 
for the national anthem. 
“It's not because Beyonce 
can’t sing. We all know Be¬ 
yonce can sing. 

We all know the Marine 
Band can play,” she said. 
Kelly Clarkson's represen¬ 
tative said she sang live to 
perform “My Country, ‘Tis 
of Thee.” 

Inaugural organizers did 
not respond to requests for 
comment. 

All inaugural music is pre¬ 
recorded in case weather 
conditions or other circum¬ 
stances could interrupt the 
program. 

The use of a recording is 
typical in big events. 

In 2009, cellist Yo-Yo Ma was 
questioned about “hand¬ 
syncing” for Obama’s first 
inauguration. 

Ma said instruments 
weren't functioning prop¬ 
erly in 19-degree weather. 
Even in good conditions, 
producing good sound 
can be a challenge in a 
large open space. 

Some artists choose to lip- 
sync. Whitney Houston’s 
memorable performance 
of the national anthem in 
1991 at the Super Bowl was 
sung to a trackO 


Beyonce sings the National Anthem at the ceremonial swearing-in for President Barack Obama 
at the U.S. Capitol during the 57th Presidential Inauguration in Washington, Monday, Jan. 21, 2013. 

Associated Press 


stead they used a pre¬ 
recorded track for the 
band’s portion of the song. 


“Regarding Ms. Knowles- 
Carter’s vocal perfor¬ 
mance,” Wolf's statement 
continued, 

“no one in the Marine 
Band is in a position to as¬ 
sess whether it was live or 
pre-recorded.” 

A representative for Be¬ 


yonce did not respond to 
requests for comment. 
DuBois declined to answer 
further questions. Earlier in 
the day, 

she told The New York Times 
that the rest of the inaugu¬ 
ral performance was live 
and they did not know why 




This May 8, 2009 file photo shows members of New Kids on the 
Block, from left, Joey McIntyre, Donnie Wahlberg, Jonathan 
Knight, Jordan Knight, and Danny Wood on the NBC “Today” 
television program in New York. 

Associated Press 


New Kids, 98 Degrees, 
Boyz II Men team for tour 


NEW YORK (AP) — New Kids 
On the Block, 98 Degrees 
and Boyz II Men are team¬ 
ing up for a summer tour. 
The groups announced 
“The Package Tour” on 
Tuesday morning on “The 
View" and also performed. 
It’s the first time on tour in 
12 years for 98 Degrees. 
New Kids On the Block also 
announced a new single. 


“Remix (I Like The),” will be 
released Jan. 28 and a new 
album, “ 10,” is out April 2. 
The three bands sold mil¬ 
lions of records in the 1980s 
and ‘90s and helped usher 
in a wave of vocal groups 
that continues today. 

The tour starts May 31 in 
Connecticut and contin¬ 
ues into July with more than 
30 datesO 


In this undated photo 
provided by UNICEF, 
Columbian bom singer 
Shakira poses while pregnant 
with Spanish soccer player 
Gerard Pique. 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sha¬ 
kira is a mama. 

A spokeswoman for the 
35-year-old Colombian 
singer says Shakira Meb- 
arak and 25-year-old soc- 



Shakira gives birth to baby boy 


cer star Gerard Pique of 
FC Barcelona welcomed 
son Milan Pique Mebarak 
on Tuesday at 9:36 p.m. in 
Barcelona, Spain. 

A statement posted on the 
pop star’s site in English, 
Spanish and Catalan says 
that “just like his father, 
baby Milan became a 
member of FC Barcelona 
at birth.” 

The statement also says Mi¬ 


lan weighed approximate¬ 
ly 6 pounds, 6 ounces (2.9 
kilograms), 

and that “both mother 
and child are in excellent 
health.” 

Shakira asked fans ear¬ 
lier Tuesday on Twitter “to 
accompany me in your 
prayers on this very impor¬ 
tant day of my life.” 

Milan is the couple’s first 
childO 
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Disney’s ‘Aladdin’ to 
sweep into Broadway 



Actress and HIV/AIDS campaigner Charlize Theron posed for 
photographers for the Global Fund’s Big Push campaign on the 
eve of the opening of the 43rd Annual Meeting of the World 
Economic Forum, WEF, in Davos, Switzerland, Tuesday, Jan. 22, 
2013. Associated Press 

Charlize Theron urges AIDS 
action from world VIPs 


This undated publicity photo provided by Disney Theatrical Productions shows Aladdin with a 
lamp in a scene from the 1992 animated film, “Aladdin." Associated Press 


DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) 

— Film star Charlize Theron 
says the world’s business 
and political leaders need 
to do more in the fight to 
eradicate AIDS. 

She accepted an award 
Tuesday for her humani¬ 
tarian work at the open¬ 
ing ceremony of fhe World 
Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland. 

Theron, a U.N. Messenger 
of Peace and founder 
of an African oufreach 
foundation, says she’s im¬ 
pressed by the “brain trust” 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Co- 

median-TV talk show host 
Steve Flarvey is hosting 
next month’s NAACP Im¬ 
age Awards. 

The organization said 
Tuesday that presenters 
will include “Django Un¬ 
chained” nominees Sam¬ 
uel L. Jackson and Jamie 
Foxx. Queen Latifah and 
Tony Goldwyn also will be 
among the presenters. 
Dennis Playsbert will be 
the announcer for the live 
broadcast. 

Flarvey said he's honored 
to host the ceremony and 
promised “great things in 
store for the night.” 

The National Association 
for the Advancement of 
Colored People Image 


at the Forum. She says “I 
feel like I’m getting smarter 
by osmosis.” 

But Theron emphasized the 
devastating effect that 
AIDS has had on her native 
South Africa and the en¬ 
tire African continent. “The 
fight is far from over,” she 
warned. 

AIDS and other global 
health issues are among 
the strategic concerns of 
the more than 2,500 po¬ 
litical, economic and busi¬ 
ness leaders meeting at 
the Davos forum. □ 



This May 12, 2012 file photo 
shows comedian Steve Harvey 
performing at Gospelfest in 
Newark, N.J. Associated Press 

Awards honor diversity in 
the arts. Contenders for 
the top movie prize are 
“Flight,” "Django Un¬ 
chained,” "Beasts of the 
Southern Wild,” "Red Tails” 
and “Tyler Perry’s Good 
Deeds." 

The 44th annual ceremony 
is scheduled to air Feb. 1 
on NBCO 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A stage 
musical of the animated 
film “Aladdin” is riding a 
magic carpet to Broad¬ 
way and the president of 
Disney Theatrical Produc¬ 
tions promises it will be “a 
full-length, big song musi¬ 
cal with big dance num¬ 
bers." 

Thomas Schumacher said 
in an interview that the final 
two-act “Aladdin” will build 
on the 1992 film blockbust¬ 
er with new songs by Alan 
Menken, additional char¬ 
acters and, appropriately, 
some magic tricks. 

“If I look around Broadway 
right now, what I want to 
see is big production num¬ 
bers. I want to see lush envi¬ 
ronments. I want surprise,” 
Schumacher said Friday. 
“You want a lot of humor, 
which we will do. And you 
want heart.” “Aladdin” will 
be directed and choreo¬ 
graphed by Tony Award- 
winner Casey Nicholaw, 
whose previous hits include 
“The Book of Mormon” and 
“The Drowsy Chaperone.” 
Bob Crowley, who has a 
Tony for “Mary Poppins,” 
will design the sets, and 
Chad Beguelin has written 
the story and some lyrics. 
The musical will first be 
staged at Toronto’s Ed Mir- 
vish Theatre this November 
for nine weeks with an eye 


to bringing it to Broadway’s 
New Amsterdam Theatre 
in 2014. “Mary Poppins" is 
playing in the 1,797-seat 
New Amsterdam Theatre 
until it ends its six-year run 
in March. 

The animated version of 
“Aladdin” starred Robin 
Williams as the voice of the 
big blue genie and earned 
$500 million worldwide. The 
film score was created by 
Menken and Ploward Ash¬ 
man, with additional lyrics 
provided by Tim Rice after 
Ashman’s death. Menken 
won the 1992 Oscar for 
best original musical score 
and the film’s hit song, “A 
Whole New World,” won a 
Grammy and Oscar. 
Finding out how to make 
the genie come to life on¬ 
stage was one of the big¬ 
gest obstacles facing its 
creators. The answer for 
Disney was to take him 
from a shape-shifting blue 
spirit to a Cab Calloway- 
styled vaudevillian. 

“I do feel pretty confident 
in what we’ve done with 
the gene," said Schum¬ 
acher. “When you buy a 
ticket and sit down in a 
theater, you want the live 
experience, not a film rec¬ 
reated.” Fie also explained 
why Disney decided to 
close “Mary Poppins” even 
though it has been among 
the top 10 grossing shows 
for the past six years and 


top five for attendance: Its 
profitability wasn't going to 
last too much longer. 

“I could tell that ‘Mary 
Poppins’ was coming to a 
place where it wasn’t go¬ 
ing to be self-sufficient,” 
Schumacher said. “I can’t 
keep it alive artificially.” 
Projections showed ticket 
sales gradually softening 
and the lavish show fac¬ 
ing at least a few months 
in the red; the show would 
be in real trouble by the 
end of 2013. “There’s a little 
bit of science, and a little 
bit of art, and a little bit of 
plain old experience that 
you have to use to figure 
that out,” he said. 

Disney has some 10 proj¬ 
ects in development, in¬ 
cluding musicals made 
from “The Flunchback of 
Notre-Dame," "Dumbo," 
"Father of the Bride” and 
“Freaky Friday,” and a play 
adaptation of “Shake¬ 
speare in Love.” On top of 
that, Disney has recently 
created a new version of 
“The Little Mermaid” for 
Moscow and a Spanish- 
language “Mary Poppins" 
for Mexico. 

“Sometimes it’s reinventing 
the shows we have, some¬ 
times it's taking the version 
we have and putting it into 
a new language and new 
culture, and sometimes 
it's making a new show,” 
Schumacher said. □ 


Steve Harvey to 
host NAACP 
Image Awards 
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Warnings From A 
Flabby Mouse 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2013 New York Times 

One of the puzzles of the mod¬ 
ern world is why we humans are 
growing so tubby. Maybe these 
two mice offer a clue. 

They’re genetically the same, 
raised in the same lab and given 
the same food and chance to 
exercise. Yet the bottom one is 
svelte, while the other looks like, 
well, an American. 

The only difference is that the 
top one was exposed at birth 
to just one part per billion of an 
endocrine-disrupting chemical. 
The brief exposure programmed 
the mouse to put on fat, and al¬ 
though there were no significant 
differences in caloric intake or 
expenditure, it continued to put 
on flab long after the chemi¬ 
cal was gone. That experiment 
is one of a growing number of 
peer-reviewed scientific studies 
suggesting that one factor in the 
industrialized world’s obesity epi¬ 
demic (along with Twinkies, soda 
and television) may be endo¬ 
crine-disrupting chemicals. These 
chemicals are largely unregulat¬ 
ed - they are in food, couches, 
machine receipts and shampoos 
- and a raft of new studies sug¬ 
gest that they can lead to the 
formation of more and larger fat 
cells. Before I describe some of 
this research, a more basic issue: 
Why should an op-ed columnist 
write about scholarship pub¬ 
lished in scientific journals? Don’t 
pundits have better things to fret 
about, like the feuding between 
Democrats and Republicans? 
One answer is that obesity is an 
important national problem, 
partly responsible for soaring 
health care costs. Yet the chemi¬ 
cal lobby, just like the tobacco 
industry before it, has impeded 
serious regulation and is even try¬ 
ing to block research. 

A second is that journalists histori¬ 
cally have done a poor job cov¬ 
ering public health issues - we 
were slow on the dangers of to¬ 
bacco and painfully delinquent 
in calling attention to the perils 
of lead - but these are central 
to our national well-being. Our 
lives are threatened less by the 
Taliban in Afghanistan than by 
unregulated contaminants at 
home. 

Endocrine disruptors are a class 
of chemicals that mimic hor¬ 
mones and therefore confuse 
the body. Initially, they provoked 
concern because of their links to 
cancers and the malformation 


of sex organs. Those concerns 
continue, but the newest area of 
research is the impact that they 
have on fat storage. 

Bruce Blumberg, a develop¬ 
mental biologist at the University 
of California, Irvine, coined the 
term “obesogen” in a 2006 jour¬ 
nal article to refer to chemicals 
that cause animals to store fat. 
Initially, this concept was highly 
controversial among obesity ex¬ 
perts, but a growing number of 
peer-reviewed studies have con¬ 
firmed his finding and identified 
some 20 substances as obeso- 
gens. The role of these chemicals 
has been acknowledged by the 
presidential task force on child¬ 
hood obesity, and the National 
Institutes of Health has become 
a major funder of research on 
links between endocrine disrup¬ 
tors and both obesity and dia¬ 
betes. 

Among chemicals identified as 
obesogens are materials in plas¬ 
tics, canned food, agricultural 
chemicals, foam cushions and 
jet fuel. For example, a study in 
the fall found that triflumizole, a 
fungicide used on many food 
crops, like leafy vegetables, 
causes obesity in mice. 

Just this month, a new study in 
the journal Environmental Health 
Perspectives found that endo¬ 
crine disruptors that are some¬ 
times added to PVC plastic 
cause mice to grow obese and 
suffer liver problems - and the ef¬ 
fect continues with descendants 
of those mice, generation after 
generation. 

Another study found that women 
with a pesticide residue in their 
blood bore babies who were 
more likely to be overweight at 
the age of 14 months. 

That’s a common thread: The 
most important time for exposure 
appears to be in utero and in 
childhood. It’s not clear whether 
most obesogens will do much to 
make an ordinary adult, even 
a pregnant woman, fatter (al¬ 
though one has been shown to 
do so), and the greatest impact 
seems to be on fetuses and on 
children before puberty. 

The magazine Scientific Ameri¬ 
can recently asked whether 
doctors should do more to warn 
pregnant women about certain 
chemicals. It cited a survey in¬ 
dicating that only 19 percent 
of doctors cautioned pregnant 
women about pesticides, only 
8 percent about BPA (an endo¬ 
crine disruptor in some plastics 
and receipts), and only 5 per¬ 
cent about phthalates (endo¬ 
crine disruptors found in cosmet¬ 
ics and shampoos). Blumberg, 
the pioneer of the field, says 
he strongly recommends that 
people - especially children and 
women who are pregnant or 
may become pregnant - try to 
eat organic foods to reduce ex¬ 
posure to endocrine disruptors, 
and try to avoid using plastics to 
store food or water. “My daugh¬ 
ter uses a stainless steel water 
bottle, and so do I,” he said.Q 
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Obama’s Big Deal 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

On the day President Barack 
Obama signed the Affordable 
Care Act into law, an exuberant 
Vice President Joe Biden famous¬ 
ly pronounced the reform a “big 
something deal” - except that 
he didn’t use the word “some¬ 
thing.” And he was right. 

In fact, I’d suggest using this 
phrase to describe the Obama 
administration as a whole. FDR 
had his New Deal; well, Obama 
has his Big Deal. He hasn’t de¬ 
livered everything his supporters 
wanted, and at times the survival 
of his achievements seemed 
very much in doubt. But if pro¬ 
gressives look at where we are as 
the second term begins, they’ll 
find grounds for a lot of (quali¬ 
fied) satisfaction. 

Consider, in particular, three ar¬ 
eas: health care, inequality and 
financial reform. 

Health reform is, as Biden sug¬ 
gested, the centerpiece of the 
Big Deal. Progressives have been 
trying to get some form of uni¬ 
versal health insurance since the 
days of Harry Truman; they’ve fi¬ 
nally succeeded. 

True, this wasn’t the health reform 
many were looking for. Rather 
than simply providing health in¬ 
surance to everyone by extend¬ 
ing Medicare to cover the whole 
population, we’ve constructed 
a Rube Goldberg device of 
regulations and subsidies that 
will cost more than single-payer 
and have many more cracks for 


people to fall through. 

But this was what was possible 
given the political reality - the 
power of the insurance industry, 
the general reluctance of vot¬ 
ers with good insurance to ac¬ 
cept change. And experience 
with Romneycare in Massachu¬ 
setts - hey, this is a great age for 
irony - shows that such a system 
is indeed workable, and it can 
provide Americans with a huge 
improvement in medical and fi¬ 
nancial security. 

What about inequality? On that 
front, sad to say, the Big Deal 
falls very far short of the New 
Deal. Like FDR, Obama took of¬ 
fice in a nation marked by huge 
disparities in income and wealth. 
But where the New Deal had a 
revolutionary impact, empower¬ 
ing workers and creating a mid¬ 
dle-class society that lasted for 
40 years, the Big Deal has been 
limited to equalizing policies at 
the margin. 

That said, health reform will pro¬ 
vide substantial aid to the bot¬ 
tom half of the income distribu¬ 
tion, paid for largely through new 
taxes targeted on the top 1 per¬ 
cent, and the “fiscal cliff” deal 
further raises taxes on the afflu¬ 
ent. Overall, 1-percenters will see 
their after-tax income fall around 
6 percent; for the top 10th of a 
percent, the hit rises to around 9 
percent. 

This will reverse only a fraction of 
the huge upward redistribution 
that has taken place since 1980, 
but it’s not trivial. 

Finally, there’s financial reform. 
The Dodd-Frank reform bill is of¬ 
ten disparaged as toothless, and 
it’s certainly not the kind of dra¬ 
matic regime change one might 
have hoped for after runaway 
bankers brought the world econ¬ 
omy to its knees. 

Still, if plutocratic rage is any indi¬ 
cation, the reform isn’t as tooth¬ 
less as all that. And Wall Street put 
its money where its mouth is. For 
example, hedge funds strongly 
favored Obama in 2008 - but in 
2012 they gave three-quarters of 
their money to Republicans (and 


lost). 

All in all, then, the Big Deal has 
been, well, a pretty big deal. But 
will its achievements last? 
Obama overcame the biggest 
threat to his legacy simply by 
winning re-election. But George 
W. Bush also won re-election, a 
victory widely heralded as signal¬ 
ing the coming of a permanent 
conservative majority. So will 
Obama’s moment of glory prove 
equally fleeting? 

I don’t think so. 

For one thing, the Big Deal’s main 
policy initiatives are already law. 
This is a contrast with Bush, who 
didn’t try to privatize Social Secu¬ 
rity until his second term - and it 
turned out that a “khaki” election 
won by posing as the nation’s 
defender against terrorists didn’t 
give him a mandate to dismantle 
a highly popular program. 

And there’s another contrast: 
The Big Deal agenda is, in fact, 
fairly popular - and will become 
more popular once Obamacare 
goes into effect and people see 
both its real benefits and the fact 
that it won’t send Grandma to 
the death panels. 

Finally, progressives have the de¬ 
mographic and cultural wind at 
their backs. Right-wingers flour¬ 
ished for decades by exploiting 
racial and social divisions - but 
that strategy has now turned 
against them as we become an 
increasingly diverse, socially lib¬ 
eral nation. 

Now, none of what I’ve just said 
should be taken as grounds 
for progressive complacency. 
The plutocrats may have lost 
a round, but their wealth and 
the influence it gives them in a 
money-driven political system 
remain. Meanwhile, the deficit 
scolds (largely financed by those 
same plutocrats) are still trying to 
bully Obama into slashing social 
programs. 

So the story is far from over. Still, 
maybe progressives - an ever- 
worried group - might want to 
take a brief break from anxiety 
and savor their real, if limited, 
victories. □ 
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Paris: 

Spring is in the air for Chanel, 


THOMAS ADAMSON 
AP Fashion Writer 
PARIS (AP) — One palace, 
90 oak trees and more than 
3,000 bushes is the kind of 
luxury that spells only one 
thing: Chanel haute cou¬ 
ture. 


The natural landscape 
framed a spring-summer 
2013 show Tuesday in 
which designer Karl Lager¬ 
feld put a contemporary, 
floral spin on the dropped 
shoulders of the 19th centu¬ 
ry France's Second Empire. 
Revelers shivered as they 
entered near-freezing glen 
inside Paris Grand Palais. 
Buf for the upbeat Lager¬ 


feld, the season was one of 
optimism. 

“It’s not cold, it’s just fresh. 
Spring is in the air,” he 
told The Associated Press 
among the bushes follow¬ 
ing fhe show. 

Models wifh 19th century- 


style feathers cascading 
from their hair sported 69 
looks in silk, lace and tulle. 
Dropped-square shoulders 
defined fhe aesthetic. They 
mirrored the style popular 
in the salons under Emperor 
Napoleon III — and sleeves 
were separated at the top 
to evoke an aristocratic 
glove. 

And with Chanel, there is al¬ 


ways more than meets the 
eye. Here, that was found 
in fhe fweed — or fhe lack 
of if. All the skirt suits that 
resembled tweed were, 
in fact, fastidiously woven 
silk ribbons and lashings of 
braided tulle. 

“Don’t forget, this is haute 
couture,” noted Lagerfeld. 
A garden wifhin a garden 
was the setting for Chrisfian 
Dior’s flower-obsessed — 
and typically decadent — 
couture show. 

Carrying on with the “flow¬ 
er women” fheme of de¬ 
signer Raf Simons' last offer¬ 
ing, landscape arfisf Martin 
Wirtz recreated a scented 
French garden replete with 
hazelnut trees and box¬ 
wood hedges, in an annex 
inside Paris’ famed Jardin 
des Tuileries. 

Spring was indeed in fhe 
air. 

“I wanted to do a very self- 
explanatory collection,” Si¬ 
mons said. “I wanted it to ... 
be about the very idea of 
spring.” 

The subtlety of the show 
was to be found, instead, 
in Simons’ exploration of 
sections and layers through 
color. Apart from the staple 
hourglass shape that’s fa¬ 
miliar Dior territory, Simons 
experimented away from 
the house DNA, mainly to 
great effect, with colored 
sections on ensembles 
which seemed to grow in 
stages, like a plant shoot. 
This produced some of the 
show's best looks, like strips 
of pale lemon, off white 
and pale lilac, which broke 
up one embroidered, black 
silk bustier. 

Or a bright yellow silk dress 
with great angled sections. 
One of the final looks in 
white saw the bottom of 
one silk ball skirt expand 
out at a line, like an organ¬ 
ic growth spurt. 

The green-thumbed mus¬ 
ing was all very creative 
and produced many 
beautiful looks, but Raf Si¬ 
mons may do quite well to 
venture out of the garden 
for next season. 

Fashion designer Giam¬ 
battista Valli also put forth 
several sleek and sexy de¬ 
signs for spring/summer this 
week in Paris. □ 


A model wears a creation by fashion designer Giambattista 
Valli as part of his Spring/Summer 2013 Haute Couture fashion 
collection, in Paris. 

(AP Photo/Zacharie Scheurer) 




Dior couture shows 



A model wears a creation by German fashion designer Karl La¬ 
gerfeld for Chanel’s Spring/Summer 2013 Haute Couture fashion 
collection, presented in Paris. 

(AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 



A model presents a creation by Raf Simons for Christian Dior’s 
Spring/Summer 2013 Haute Couture fashion collection, pre¬ 
sented in Paris. 

(AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 































